PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING OF M/S GHATPADA GARNET MINES OF SRI BIJAYA
KUMAR BANSAL FOR PRODUCTION OF 264 KG PER ANNUM GEMS STONE OVER AN AREA OF
25.127 HA IN VILLAGE GHATPADA, KESINGA TAHASIL OF KALAHANDI DISTRICT HELD ON
28.08.2019 AT 03.00 PM AT SINGHJHARAN, (OVER PLOT NO-3, KHATA NO-4, KISSAM ATTA
MEASURING AN AREA OF 3.00 Acs.) KESINGA TAHASIL, DIST-KALAHANDL

The public hearing in respect of the above project was held on 28.08.2019 as per the schedule and at the
venue in accordance with the EIA Notification S. 0. 1533 (E) dt. 14.09.2006. The public hearing with
regard to date, place and time was announced in Public Address System in nearby villages of proposed
project site and also published in Local Dailies. The process followed for public hearing was adequate.

Er P Kar, Regional Officer, State Pollution Control Board, Rayagada welcomed the public to the hearing
and briefed about the objectives, process & procedures followed for conducting such public hearing.

Shri Sarat Chandra Srichandan, OAS(S) Additional District Magistrate, Kalahandi presided over and
supervised tlie public hearing. He brlefed about the importance and objectives of such hearing and

invited the project proponent to highlight on proposed project.

Sri Bijaya Kumar Bansal, Representative & Sri Jagabandhu Bisoi, Consultant of M/s Ghatpada Garnet
Mines has explained about the proposed project and briefed about the Pollution Control measures to be

adopted in the Project.

The following is the summary of the public hearing proceedings, reflecting all the views and concerns
expressed by the assembled public at the venue, It was recorded by the officials of the Regional Office,

State Pollution Control Board, Odisha, Rayagada.

1. Sri Oklia Deep, Ghatpada
Sri Deep informed that some of them could not attend the 1st meeting and now they are present

in this hearing. Also he enquired about the impact of mining in his village. Further he informed
that there is no plant or industries in their area and hoped that the mine will provide job
opportunity to the villagers. He urged that preference for employment should be given to his
villagers. He also hoped that the project will help in developing the road connecting to Ghatpada,
school building of the village, communication facility during rain & overall development of the
area. He suggested for formation of a village committee for developmental work.

2. SriDigamber Rana, Ghatpada
Sri Rana informed that they could not attain the first meeting and submitted a written

representation to the chair.

3. SriSachikant Senapati, Rengali
Sri Senapati informed that he is unaware about the out comes of the first meeting and while

objecting the venue of the hearing he told that most of the land for the project belongs to
Ghatpada Mouza. So hearing needs to be conducted at Ghatpada village. He also expressed his
dissatisfaction on budget provision made for road development & water supply under peripheral
development work. He cited the example of the stone crusher established in Rengali village
where no local people got employment. He apprehended that the local youth will not get any
employment in the project as they are not technically qualified. He explained the bitter
experience faced by them regarding construction of road to their village by another stone crusher
unit operating in their locality. He demanded for the decision to be taken for employment and
other developmental works prior to start the mines.
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Sri Titus Senapati, Kasurpada

Sri Senapati informed that he could not attain the first meeting and expressed that they are
already cheated by such other entrepreneurs and asked to furnish a written copy to the Panchyat
regarding commitment made by the project proponent, So that they will not be cheated in futur.
He urged that the Gems stone processing unit should be established in the locality for their
benefit and to avoid migration of local people as Dadan. He expressed his concern for extinction
of forest and wild life from their locality. Further he complained on non employment of the locals
in the local crusher and dust problem by that unit which may lead to health problems like TB.
Citing the example of damage of rose cultivation and agricultural field surrounding to the stone
crusher due to dust problem he questioned on their survivability in case of air pollution due to
mines. He supported the project with a condition that proper care should be taken for complete
protection of the environment. Further he informed that local ground water is not suitable for
drinking and they are getting water supply from the Tel River by the Govt. He seeks clarification
on expenditure to be made for road, school building and other developmental works and
requested for supply of drinking water to the local villagers.

Sri Chandan Kumar Senapati, Ghantsola

Sri Senapati informed that most of the land belongs to Ghatpada Mouza and during the 1st
hearing no farmers from Ghatpada village were present. He enquired about the outcome of the
previous public hearing. Further he informed that the villagers of Ghatpada, Rengali &
Singhjharan are SC, ST and poor people & their lively hood is cultivation. He expressed his
apprehension that irrigation from the existing MIP will be affected, reduction of the holding
capacity of the reservoir and siltation in adjacent agricultural land due to proposed mining. He
expressed that decision has been taken by the farmers of Ghatpada village to request the
authority not to give environmental clearance and the written representation in this regard
furnished earlier was read over by him.

Sri Sunanda Reddy, Environmentalist, Rourkela

Sri Reddy introduced himself as environmentalist and supported the project. He told that
normaly environmentalist opposes the project but he is supporting for shake of employment
generation as India is having 40 Crores unemployed youth and Govt. can generate employment of
5-6 lakhs. He also emphasized on maintaining ecological balance and suggested for collection of
Health, Crop and Ground water status within 10 Km of the project area, adoption of Ha to Ha
based progressive mining reclamation activities, use of mined out pit for rain water hervesting
for ground water recharge, plantation over 40% to 50% of the project area and also oi local
villages and along the internal roads preferably with fruit bearing and meditational plants for
dust control and ecological development. He also requested to provide employment to local
educated youth and to take up skill development training to local youth for better employment
opportunity in the project. He also suggested for formation of co-ordination committee including
local people , mines and Govt. officials for development of the locality through CSR programme.

Smt. Sanjukta Mishra, Naib Sarpanch, Kasurpada G.P.
Smt. Mishra supported the project with condition that to provide all facilities to the Ghatpada

villagers.

Sri Gopal Rana, Ghatpada
Sri Rana expressed that the farmers of Ghatpada village are not aware about the mining. He

appealed to stop the mining project.
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Smt. Ritanjall Bhol, Ward Member, Ward No-4, Kasurpada
Smt Bhoi opined that everyone can place their opinion as it is a public hearing and mine can only
operate with the consent of the land owners for better opportunity of employment of the local

people.

Sri Jagulal Rana, Ghatpada
Sri Rana expressed that the Govt. land in the project is being used by their cattle for grazing and

loss of Govt. land for mining will affect their livelihood. He apprehended that the land owners
who purchased land for mines will support the project and will be benefitted where as the

farmers will be affected.

Sri Shiv Kumar Bansal, Kesinga
Sri Bansal introduced himself as the land owner having Ac.6.13 Dec. Land and his brother also
having Ac.7.37 Dec. Land. He informed that he has no objection in handing over the land for the

mine.

Sri Rajesh Kumar Agarwal, Kesinga

Sri Agarwal informed that he is having Ac.13.62Dec. land in the proposed mining area and he
supported the project for overall development of the locality, employment of the locals & with
protection of the environment. Later he submitted a representation to the chair which was read

over by him.

Sri Pradhan Rana, Ghatpada
Sri Rana told that their land exists in the proposed project area and the mines will affect their

livelihood. He opposed the project.

Sri Rutu Raj Majhi, Ghatpada
Sri Majhi introduced himself as the farmer of Ghatpada village & opposed the project.

Sri chakradhar Rana, Ghatpada
Sri Rana appealed to stop the project.

Sri Mangat Ram Jain, Kesinga,
Sri Jain supported the project stating that there should not be any problem for farmers &

villagers of Ghatpada.

Sri Dhan Sagar Majhi, Ghatpada
Sri Majhi strongly argued that their livelihood depends on forest produce & cattle and they will

not give their land.

Sri Himat Majhi, Ghatpada
Sri Majhi introduced himself as a Teacher of Ghatpada village & requested to stop the mine.

Sri Ugresan Rana, Ghatpada
Sri Rana opposed the proposed mines.

Sri Bhojraj Majhi, Ghatpada
Sri Majhi opined that a meeting should have been conducted prior to this hearing & suggested
that this hearing may be conducted at Ghatpada village. He opposed the project.
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The Regional Officer, SPCB, Rayagada read over the issues raised by the public in the hearing.
Sri Bijaya Kumar Bansal, representative & Sri Jagabandhu Bisoi, Consultant of M/s Ghatpaa.
Garnet mines responded to the issues raised.

The issues raised by the public and corresponding comments of the applicant were prepared in
Odia and English and it is annexed with the proceedings as Annexure I & II respectively, list of
the participants and oral deliberators in the hearing is annexed as Annexure Il & IV
respectively. The 02 written representations received during public hearing and two
representation received through e-mail by RO SPCB, Rayagada is annexed as Annexure-V. The
videography of proceedings are recorded and submitted as DVD (I).

Hearing ended with thanks to the chair.
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Er P Kar Shri Sarat Chandra Srichandan, OAS(S)
Regional Officer Additional District Magistrate, Kalahandi

State Pollution Control Board, Rayagada
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- STATEMENT OF ISSUI RAISED BY THE PUBLIC AND COMMENTS OF THE PROPONENT FOR THE PUBLIC

HEARING OF M/S GHATAPADA GARNET MINE OF SRI BAYA KUMAR BANSAL FOR PRODUCTION OF
264 KG PER ANNUM GEMS STONE OVER AN AREA OF 28,127 HA IN VILLAGE GHATAPADA, KESINGA _
TAHASIL OF KALAHANDI DISTRICT HELD ON m'o.zs.oc.zon AT 08.00 PM AT SINGHAJHARAN
VILLAGE, (OVER PLOT NO. - 3, KISSAM ATTA MEASURING AN ‘AREA OF 3.00 ACRES) KES!NGA

TAHASIL, DIST. - KALAHANDI

Issues ralsed by the public In Hearing
Meeting

Response of the Project Proponent

Environmental problem and thelr adverse

Impact

Dust & Water pollution control measures for
mining actlvities

| nolse pollution would be negligible.

Occaslonal excavation of earth In the mlning
activity to be carried on by the machinery may |
cause dust poliution. Frequent water sprinkiing
to be done on mining quarry, dumping area and
haul road for mitigation of dust pollution. Since
there Is no use of heavy transporting vehicles
“Garland

-.| drains along with retaining wall will be

constructed along the quarries and dumps which

‘are routed through settling pits. As the proposed

mining activity does not Include ‘any toxic ‘

‘substances the mine drainage water Is not

contaminated and will be discharged outside
after proper settlement. Settling ponds and

_garland drains will be periodically desiited.

lmpaciof local forest and wild life

The mine operation will be carried on manually
on day time only, There will be no use of any
machinery for mining activity. The impact on |
forestandwﬂdlifowillbominimaland
negligible.

7 Impaci of holding capacity of existing Minor

Irrigation Project

Garland dralns along wlth retalnlng wall will be
constructed along the gquarries and dumps
which are routed through settling pits, The
accumulated water in the plant will be stored.

| rainwater harvesting system which will recycled
 for
| proposed mining activity does not include any

-use in the mining activities, Since the

‘toxio substances the mine drainage water Is not
contamlnated and will be discharged outside

“after proper settlement. - Ghatapada Jojana Dam,
-one of the local minor irrigation

distanced about 0.7 km from the project site. The

mining operation does not affect in anywaythe
operation of the irrigation project.

Impact on surround!ng agricultural land due to
mined out soll deposits and disturbance of
irrigation facilities from existing MIP

The mining activities to be carried out manually
The very low proportion of the land which will be
dugged and the pit created shall be filled up with
the over burden dumps. In the process, the soll |
deposits will be oomplete!y evacuated. The area
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. will be oo\med in oomplete shape lnd to check

soll erosion "plantation will be carried on above
the filled land to chech wash out of the dumps.
Consequently, this neither have any effect the
agrlcultunl land nor this dlsturbs the irrigation
facilities. .

‘Destructlon of Grazing. Fleld end lmpnct on
llvellhood of local farmers

‘fleld wlll be erased. However, due to operation

" | will be ushered and revenue to be’ generated,

"| local people shall get employment opportunity
| &nd there will be overall positive socio-gconomic.
1 achlevement. So the probablllty of adverse effect

Due to ecqulsltlon of osrlcultunl land grazing

of mining activities the economic development

of local farmers llvellhood does not ‘have. any
rationality.

Plantation Programme within mine area and |
surrounding village preferably with frult bearing
and medicinal: plants )

.area’ and gross plantatlon programma will -be |

" | catching species like Simill, Sunarl, Neem, Guava,
| Saguan, etc. Such green belt development helps
“curbing alr pollution to the maxlmum extent
~| around mining area.

Around 4283 saplings will be done. wlthln mine

taken up around the local village area with dust

Rainwater Harvestlns ln Mine pits '

.are routed through settling pits. The rain water |

Garland drains along with retaining wall will be |
constructed along the quarries and dumps which

collected will be stored in mine pits and will be
recycled for. further use of mlnlng process

Peripheral development

- | Development of the locality Ilke road. connectlns

‘| to Ghatpada, Maintenance of school bullding,
Drinking water supply and communication
: faclllty during rainy day. )

‘l‘he lessee promlses best possible effort to work
‘for-- the .alround development of Village

Ghatapada Including maintenance. of . the: |
connecting road, school bulldlng and'
commubhlcation facllities.

V-Employment opportunlty for the local people
.{ Including priority to youth of Ghatapada vilags:

138 nos.. of persons will get employment and to
be appointed from local- -villages on merit basis

Establishment of Gem stone pollshlns unit ln the
locality - + :

| the local youths In ordar to Involve them getting
| job opportunity '

Germ stone polishing unit in the local area to be
set up and necessary training to be. Imparted to

'-Formatlon .of co-ordination committee for

' Perlpheral Development actlvltles

'Gram Sabha of the local panchayat

CSR activities shall be carrlcd outin oonsultatlon
-with co-ordination committee formed under
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