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PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC-  HEARING OF SRI NEMANI RAMAKRISHNA FOR KUNTESHU
7 CORATIVE STONE (GARNETIFEROUS GRANITE GNEISS) MINES WITH PRODUCTION CAPACITY
OF 2400 CUM/ANNUM OVER AN AREA OF 13.703 HA IN VILLAGE KUNTESHU No. 53 UNDER
BANDUGAON TEHSIL OF KORAPUT DISTRICT CONDUCTED ON 29.09.2021 AT 11.00 AM IN
MUNDAPADAR VILLAGE UNDER BANDUGAON TEHSIL, DISTRICT: KORAPUT

The public hearing in respect of the above project was held on 29.09.2021 as per the schedule and at the
venue in accordance with the EIA Notification S. 0. 1533 (E) dt. 14.09.2006. The public hearing with
regard to date, place and time was announced in Public Address System in nearby villages of proposed
project site and also published in Daily News Paper. The process followed for public hearing was

adequate.

Er P Kar, Regional Officer, State Pollution Control Board, Koraput welcomed the public to the hearing
and briefed about the objectives, process & procedures followed for conducting such public hearing.

Shri Rajendra Majhi, OAS(S), Additional District Magistrate, Koraput presided over and supervised the
public hearing. He briefed about the importance and objectives of such hearing and invited the project
proponent to highlight on proposed project.

Sti Jagabandhu Bisoi, Consultant, Kalyani Laboratory (P) Ltd on behalf of Project Proponent explained
about the proposed project and briefed about the Pollution Control measures to be adopted in the

Project.

The following is the summary of the public hearing proceedings, reflecting all the views and concerns
expressed by the assembled public at the venue. it was recorded by the officials of the Regional Office,

State Pollution Control Board, Odisha, Koraput.

1. Sri Ashok Ku. Panda, Kumbhariput

Sri Panda expressed that the Mines hill protects the local environment & warned that if hill to be
given for mining it will destroy the environment, affect agriculture & water will be dried up. He
demanded to give commitment for compensation by the company for the damage to be occurred
and for the peripheral development. He also cited the example of NALCO and stressed upon the
protection of the environment and protection of paddy crops from the dust to be generated from
the mining. Further, he strongly advocated for protection of Water, Forest and Land in their
locality since it is coming under scheduled area. He strongly demanded for compensation,
peripheral development and employment to the local youth by the project, otherwise they are
not going to allow the mines to come. He enquired about the company to whom the lease has
been given and strongly opposed to give mines to any Andhra company as Andhra trying to grab
Kotia area of Odisha. He apprehended that if Andhra Company will take the mines, the Border
village near to Kunteshu mine may be occupied by Andhra.

2. Sri Gouranga Patra, Zilla Parisad Member, Bandhugaon Zone-I

Sri Patra expressed that Andhra Company wants to take away their mines by offering money and
they will strongly oppose the company. Further he expressed that mining will be allowed only
with their consent and the local educated youth shall be employed in the mines. He informed that
it is a tribal area and Andhra Government trying to take away the mines by giving attractive
package to them and he apprehended that later they will be betrayed. He appealed to the local
tribal people that no mines is required in their area as the soil, water and the air is good for them
and he strongly oppose the mines for sake of their land.
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Sri Pandu Haraka, Ex-Sarapanch, K-Jaguguda .

Sri Haraka expressed his apprehension that Andhra Company may create problem for them. He
urged that their children should be employed in the mines. He emphasized on proper action and’
informed that their livelihood depends on the mines hills and through cultivation. He demanded
that if mines will provide better education and life, then mines may set up or else there is no need
of the mine. He submitted a written representation to the chair.

Sri Bala Nag, Bada Sarupalli, Bandhugaon

Sri submitted a written representation to the chair and expressed that if mines to be established
in their area then it must be welcomed. He hoped that the mines will develop their livelihood,
education, health facilities and environment. He informed that Company made a provision of Rs
11.5 Lakhs for peripheral development and hoped that there will be overall development of 13
Panchayats & 169 villages. He cited the example of development of local people of Kashipur and
Laxmipur due to Plant and Kodingamali mines respectively.

He informed that the mines area is completely barren and no scope for cultivation and grazing.
Further he informed that there will be no blasting which will not affect the surrounding
agricultural land and only cutting for blocks will be carried out. )

Sri Ananta Bidika, Kunteshu

Sri Bidika informed that rock hill of the village exists since their ancestors and that hill has no use
even not fit for grazing purposes. He expressed that the company has made commitment for
providing roads, drinking water and education facilities to their village. He expressed that they
are ready to give mines with the consent of local tribal villagers. He submitted a written

representation to the chair.

Sri Raghunath Uttarkabat, Kunteshu
Sri Uttarkabat informed that the villagers agreed to give that barren hill to the Government for
mining. He submitted a written representation to the chair.

Sri Jagara Pidika, Kambesh, Jaguda

Sri Pidika informed that the villagers are agreed for establishment of the mines as they do not
have to go to others state as migrant labourer for their livelihood. He strongly supported the
company to set up in their village for employment of the villagers and to lead a good life. He
submitted a written representation to the chair.

Sri Pandu Pidika, Yasada, Bandhugaon

Sri Pidika expressed that their youth going to Karnataka, Tamilnadu as migrant labourers and
facing various difficulties. He hoped that if company will set up they will be benefitted and enjoy
a good social relations. He expressed that they have faith on Government only and welcomed the

project through Government.
Smt Tenchi Huika, Sarapanch, Jaguda

Smt Huika informed that their villagers and youth are going as migrant labourers and if company
will come, they will be benefitted.
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10. Sri Suba Rao Huika, Pukeringi

11.

12.

Sri Huika requested to start the mines for employment of the local youths who are going to other
areas as migrant labourers. He expressed that the people of 13 Panchayats of Bandugaon Block
will be benefitted due to the company and they will allow the company to operate as per their
norms or else they will oppose. Further he added that company can operate with cooperation of
all.

Sri Ladu Huluka, HDC Bandhugaon

Sri Huluka informed that no plant has yet been established in Bandhugaon Block and he
expressed his happiness about the hearing for the project. He opined that any company even
Andhra Company also helps for socio-economic development of the locality and if any problem
will arise due to company they will oppose. Further he expressed that there will be no
development without industry and there will be development of education and environment due
to the company. He expressed that they are still living in jungle without any facilities including
sanitation. He hoped that there will be overall development of the locality and suggested to form
committee in each 13 Panchayats to look after the welfare of the local peoples through
discussion with the company. Further he told that no development has been done in 13
Panchayats of Bandhugaon Block and hoped that local people will be benefitted by the company
and sought the cooperation of the public to set up the company. He stressed on formation of
committee in each Panchayat for betterment of the locality.

Sri Nabin Ch. Pradhan, Kumbhariput

Sri Nabin Ch. Pradhan welcomed the company for development of the village and the block and
he urged that there should not be any pollution problem, cutting of trees, drying of streams,
adverse impact on agriculture and any problem to the public due to the mines. He supported the
development of education, drinking water, sanitation and health facilities by the company. He
suggested for formation of committee in each Panchayat for the project and expressed his
apprehension that the Andhra Company may betray the local Odia youths for employment which
needs to be addressed. He emphasized on execution of agreement with the Government to ensure
the employment of local Odia youth in the company instead of Andhra people and urged that the
committee should monitor the employment of the locals.

13. Sri Srinivas Pattanaik, Advocate, Bandhugaon

14.

Sri Pattanaik informed that there was no Industry in Badhugaon & local villagers used to cultivate
Lemon Grass for their Livelihood. He welcomed the project & told that the unemployment

problem is severe in the area. He urged that the local unemployed & educated youth should get job
in the company. He stressed on development of educational facilities & protection of Forest & local

Environment by the company so that local Tribals natural Environment should not be disturbed.
He suggested that committee at Panchayat level needs to be formed to monitor the activities of the

company in order to get support for its progress. He hoped that there will be development of the
locality if company will operate as per their norms & they will welcome project.

Sri D. Anketi, Bandhugaon

Sri Anketi informed that peoples of the area are facing difficulties & no proper facilities like roads,

water, electricity, network etc available in this area. Everybody hopes that the project will bring

prosperity in the locality & urged that Government should look for development, maintain of
Environment, law & order situation of the locality. He expressed Bandhugaon is a peaceful area &
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15.

16.

17.

18.

appealed to maintain Peace & Tranquillity by the locals & the mines should operate as per consent
of the committee. He emphasised on employment of local youths in the project as they are ggi(ng as
migrant labourers to other states. He demanded that part of revenue to be generated froimn the
project should be utilised for local development & stressed on maintain of local environment & -
welfare of the public so that both Government & Local people will be benefitted. He warned that
any deviation to their demand may lead to public protest in future.

Sri Marega Haraka, Jaguguda

Sri Haraka suggested operating the mines with the consent of the local committee for
development of the locality. He appealed to the locals to unite for the development of Bandhugaon
& welcomed the project.

Sri Tankua Chitru, Bada Bankidai

Sri Chitru introduced himself as a Tribal Advocate. He emphasised on written agreement with the
company for development of Bandhugaon prior to establishment of the company. He informed
that Lemon grass being cultivated in the area & they are getting Rs 30000/- per Acre within two
months & agreement required to keep this money.

Sri Dineswar Kalupa, K. Jaguguda

Sri Kalupa emphasised on benefits of the local people due to mines. He drew attention regarding
advantage & disadvantage of mining & informed about air & noise pollution due to mining
activities. He cautioned about infant mortality due to mining & asked the project to take
preventive measures to protect their health. He further expressed that if any problem will be there

due to mining company shall be responsible.

Sri Sriram Haraka, K. Jaguguda

Sri Haraka expressed it as a great day & sang a song on this occasion.

The Regional Officer, SPCB, Koraput read over the issues raised by the public in the hearing. Sri Ajit
Kumar Sarangi on behalf of Project Proponent responded to the issues raised.

The issues raised by the public and corresponding comments of the applicant were prepared in Odia
and English and it is annexed with the proceedings as Annexure I & Il respectively, list of the oral
deliberators and participants in the hearing is annexed as Annexure Il & IV respectively. Six written
representations received during public hearing is annexed as Annexure-V (a to f). The videography of
proceedings are recorded and submitted as DVD (I).

Hearing ended with thanks to the chair.
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Er P Kar Shri Rajendf4 ¥ajhi, 0AS(S)

Regional Officer 1/C Additional District Magistrate, Koraput
State Pollution Control Board, Koraput
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STATEMENTS OF ISSUED RAISED BY PUBLIC AND COMMENT BY THE
PROPONENT IN THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED ON DTD.29/09/2021 at
11.00 A.M. IN MUNDAPADAR VILLAGE UNDER BANDHUGAON TAHASIL OF
KORAPUT DISTRICT IN RESPECT OF KUNTESHU DECORATIVE STONE
(GARNETIFEROUS GRANITE GNEISS) MINES OF SRl NEMANI
RAMAKRISHNA WITH PRODUCTION CAPACITY OF 2400 CUM /ANNUM OVER
AN AREA OF 13.703 HA. IN VILLAGE KUNTESU NO.53 UNER BANDHUGAON
TAHASIL OF KORAPUT DISTRICT.

Issues raised by the public in hearing Response by the Project Proponent
meeting
A. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
1. Protection of natural Opencast mining with semi- mechanised

method will be followed for the mining
operation. Blasting will not be carried out for
& land. excavation of decorative stone.

The lease area will be fenced with high wall
cover surrounding the area in order to prevent
illegal outside infiltration.

The mining activity is not likely to intersect
ground water as the ground water table
occurs at 480 mRL in summer season and in
Rainy season at 588 mRL.

The mining will go up to the maximum
depth of 588 mRL. So there will be no
chance of intersecting the ground water table
by the mining activity during the conceptual
period also.

During the life of the mine, a total
of 12.473 Ha of lease area will be degraded
under mining. The land under the quarry area
will be converted to water reservoir and
plantation will be carried out along the
boundary of the reservoir.

The dumping area, mineral storage area will
be reclaimed and utilized for plantation. The
waste generated during the mining period
will be  completely  utilized for
construction purpose.

environment i.e. water, forest

2. Drying of Streams & affect| There are no perennial or seasonal streams
coming out of the Mines hillock. Water
accumulation is observed in the low lying
area formed by earlier excavation for
boulders and road metals before the grant of
lease.

agriculitural land due to mining.




We have proposed for rain water harvesting
through land surface catchments both in
paved and unpaved arca. The dug out area
will be developed in to a pond for rain water
harvesting for use in Mines for drilling and
water spraying in roads for dust suppressing
and for developing green belt around the
mines.

The agriculture of the locality is mostly
rainfed and mostly paddy is cultivated in the
area.

The surplus water will be provided to the
local farmers for cultivation of seasonal crops
in Rabi season.

3. Protection against air & noise

pollution.

To reduce the air and noise pollution level
within the ML are following measures will be
adopted.

¢ A will planned green belt is proposed for the

mining to reduce noise level.

* Wet drilling methodology will be practiced.
e The drill will be provided with dust extractor
» Water sprinkling will be done during the
process to minimize the dust generation.
o Covering of the material with tarpaulin to be
done following material transportation in
vehicles.

e Trucks will be covered by tarpaulin and
overloading in the trucks will be strictly
prohibited.

e The workers of dust prone area will be

provided with dust masks

» Regular maintenance of the machineries and
vehicles to reduce the noise level

oThe DG set will be kept within the acoustic

enclosure made by the stone blocks

4. Protection against infant

mortality due to mining.

Mining activity will be limited within the lease
area which is non forest agricultural land. The

whole area will be covered with boundaries in




order to deny the access of unwanted elements
within the lease area thereby also curbing the
danger to human habitation.

In fact, the Project Proponent assures to
provide standby arrangement of mobile
ambulance van for the needy mother/infant
medical treatment in case of emergency to

nearby hospital.

B. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

1.

Compensation on damage of
Environment &  Agriculture
land.

The entire area belongs to Pahad Kissam under
the category of Abada, Ajogya and Anabadi.
So, the mining area does not involve any
private land nor would affect any agricultural
land in any way.

Moreso, Mining is essentially proposed by
opencast and semi mechanized method with the
deployment of machines and it does not have
any blasting technology.

Rather the mining activities is confined within
the lease area itself Ha of the land will be
utilized for green belt development. The
quarry area will be converted to water reservoir
with plantation along the boundary.

The land under the quarry area will
be converted to water reservoir and plantation
will be carried out along the boundary of the
reservoir. The dumping area, mineral storage
area will be reclaimed and utilized for

plantation.

2. Employment to the local
Odia youth in the project.

It has been assured that direct employment will
be given to 25 local people in the mines as per
the qualification criteria.

Further there will be indirect employment for
about 100 people due to mining allied

activities.
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3.

Development of education,
health, sanitation facilities,
roads, drinking water supply,

etc.

Project Proponent proposed to spend for the
following  activities towards  peripheral
developmental works :

a) Rs. 4.00 Lakh for maintenance of
Kunteshu village road connecting
to the lease area.

b) Rs. 4.00 Lakh for development of
Online
education System.

c¢) Rs. 1.00 Lakh per annum for
Organizing Health camp twice
a year and providing free
health check up facility for local the
villagers.

d) Rs. 50,000/~ for installation of tube well
in Kunteshu village.

€) Rs. 2.00 Lakh for Installation of 10 nos.
of solar light in Kunteshu village.

4.

Formation of Panchayat
level Committee to monitor
local employment &
peripheral development.

Project Proponent will initiate for the
formulation of a Committee at Panchayat level
which will monitor and supervise the
implementation of the developmental work of
the area in coordination with the mining

authorities.
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