PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING IN RESFECT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF GOBINDAPUR DECORATIVE STONE
MINES PROPOSED BY M/S. ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LTD., OVER MINING
LEASE AREA OF 18.280 HECTARE AT VILLAGE GOBINDAPUR, PLOT NO. 1212,
KHATA NO. 368 UNDER TANG!- CHOUDWAR TAHASIL OF CUTTACK DISTRICT

The Public Hearing meeting in respect of Environmental Impact Assessment of Gobindapur
Decorative Stone Mines proposed by M/s. Odisha Mining Corporation Limited (OMC) over
mining lease area of 18.280 hectare at village Gobindapur, Plot No. 1213, Khata Nq. 368
under Tangi- Choudwar Tahasil of Cuttack district was held on 14.12.2021 at Sidhagiri
Bidyapitha, Gobindapur under Tangi-Choudwar Tahasil in Cuttack district, Odisha at 11.30

AM with reference to:

1, EIA Notification S. O. 1533(E) dated 14.09.2006.

2. Interim Operational Guidelines.

The Panel consists of the following members:

1. Sri Purna Chandra Mishra, OAS (SAG), Additional District Magistrate, Cuttack
2. Er. Rashmita Priyadarshini, Regional Officer, State Poliution Control Board, Odisha,

Cuttack

At the outset, welcoming the members participated in the meeting presided over by
the Additional District Magistrate, Cuttack, the representatives of State Pollution Control
Board, Odisha, gave a brief introduction about the guidelines to be followed for the public
hearing in the light of EIA Notification, 2006 and interim operational guidelines till date, in
respect of project proposed by M/s. Odisha Mining Corporation Limited.

Welcoming the public, Er. Rashmita Priyadarshini, Regional Officer, State Pollution
Contro!l Board, Odisha, Cuttack, explained the views, comments, objections and opinions of
the public are necessary while considering the environmental clearance of the project. She
asked the project proponent to make a brief presentation before the public gathered in the
meeting about the various aspects of the proposed project to be undertaken for better

awareness of the public.

On behalf of the project proponent, Sri Gangadhar Nayak, Addl. General Manager,
M/s. Odisha Mining Corporation Limited addressed the committee members and the
assembled public and made a brief presentation about the salient features of the proposed
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project, environmental management, pollition control measures, waste management,

atforestation programme and various other CSR activities envisaged in the proposed project

.

Then Sri Purna Chandra Mishra. OAS (SAG), Additional District Magistrate, Cuttack
welcomed the gathering and requested the public to give their views, comments, objections

and opinions on the proposed project.

The following speakers gave their views on the above said project, which are given as
follows:

1. Sri Prasanta Kumar Sahoo, Sarpanch, Gobindapur Gram Panchayat:

He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He said that this public
hearing is conducted for utilization of decorative stone of Gobindapur hill in the
beautification for Shree Jagannath Temple, at Puri. He stated that our Hon'ble Chief
Minister has taken steps in this regard and he is with the decision taken by his gram

panchayat people.
2.  Sri Hrushikesh Nath, Gobindapur:

He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He stated that
Gobindapur Decorative Stone mine is situated in a small hillock which can be
developed as a picnic spot. He questioned the project proponent regarding the need of
employment, as their village people are earning enough. He also stated that
Government should conduct proper survey of other similar resources so that stone

may be supplied for the project of Lord Jagannath.
3.  Sri Udhaba Sahoo, Gopalpur:

He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He stated that it is a
beautiful place and trees should not be cut. He suggested that the administration

should look into this aspect.
4. Sri Madhusudan Pal, Gokulpur:

He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He stated that Hon'ble
Chief Minister of Odisha has announced to complete the beautification project of Sri
Jagannath Temple at Puri within eighteen month. But OMC has prepared mining plan
for 6 years. It indicates that OMC may use the decorative stone to derive commercial
benefits which should not happen. He further suggested that the greenery of the hill
should be enhanced by doing plantation.
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Sri Hrushikesh Nuyak, Gokulpur:

He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He stated that OMC
has not clearly mentioned the exact quantity of the stone to be excavated and he
apprehended that if the exact volume of the stone to be mined is not clearly indicated it
may result in finishing the entire resources within one year by using modern
technology. He stated that mining will cause deforestation which will affect the

environment and the movement of heavy vehicles may damage the village road.
Sri Malay Prusty, Bhatimunda:

He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He said that if stone
will be taken from the stone mine then the beauty of Gobindapur, Tangi-Choudwar
area will be damaged. He said that it is a tourist place and ashram exists in this area.
He questioned about the deforestation due to the proposed project and about the
employment as many poor villagers of this area depend on the hill for fuel, stone for
construction of their house. Further he suggested conducting another public hearing by

inviting people of Gobindapur, Jaripada, Bhatimuna, Napanga and other area.
Sri Bairagi Chinara, Gobindapur:

He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He described the
spiritual significance of the nearby religious places like Jalakgiri, Satasahabhaban
cave, Mani Naga cave , Brahmacharika ashrama, Ananta ashrama, Nilagiri cave,
Siddhagirihadidas ashrama and Gupta Nilagiri. He expressed concern that mining
activity may affect the environment of the nearby spiritual and religious places. He
stated that earlier also a central team had conducted survey in search of gold mine in

'the same hillock. He requested to restore the scenic beauty of the hill. During the 1999

super cyclone, some people of Sabarapalii village were sheltered temporarily near
Mani Naga cave. He described about the spiritual belief related to the surrounding

places located nearby area and requested not to intervene.

Sri Dillip Nayak, Gokulpur:-
He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He Said that though in
its report, M/s OMC has mentioned that the water level in the area is in good condition,
but actually the people face sever water scarcity problem. He requested that the district
administration should ask the RWSS to conduct proper ground water level survey for
the water scarcity problem. He highlighted the problems caused by deforestation and
suggested to look into this matter very seriously. He further stated that there is every
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possibility of dust pollution insiae the nearty schoo! campus and it will affect the health

condition of schoo! children.

Sri Sudarshan Das, Gokulpur:-
He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He stated that the local

people really want to know the details about the beautification projects of Lord
Jagannath temple at Puri, but nobody from the temple administratiocn has yet come to
the village to discuss with the villagers about the same. He suggested that the amount
of CSR activity towards providing medical facilities is not adequate. He highlighted the
water scarcity problem being faced by the area and requested the administration to

solve the issue.

Sri Tarun Kumar Roul, Gobindapur:-

He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting and said that people
were unaware about the public hearing. He said that Government of Odisha is focusing
upon plantation activities since last twenty years. By resorting to mining definitely this
objective of government will be adversely affected. He highlighted the importance of
large scale plantation for better condition of the environment. He expressed that
development activity of the government should be carried out with detail discussion
otherwise any alternative source which is away from human habitation should be

considered.

Sri Anadi Bai, Gobindapur:
He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He complained that the

Sarpanch has not informed many people about the public hearing. He further stated that
as the stone will be utilized for the purpose of Lord Jagannath and the people of Odisha
has faith on the lord. Lord Jagannath by his divine grace will always protect the village

and the environment.

12. Sri Bhagyadhar Sahoo, Gokulpur:

He welcomed all and said that he has a serious doubt regarding the actual utilization of
the stone to be mined from Gobindpur hill as nobody from Sri Jagannath Temple
Administration has yet said anything till date, nor in this meeting that OMC will actually
supply the stones for use in the temple of Lord Jagannath. He said that recently some
puja has already been done by some agencies near the project site, enven though public
hearing was not done. He did not raise any specific ‘environmental concern in his

speech.
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Sri Rabindra Mallick. Gobindapur:

He welcomed all and said that the local inhabitants depend upon the hill for cattle
grazing, collection of woods, dry deaves and collection stone for house building. If

mining activity will be carried out they will be affected.

Sri Akshaya Kumar Maharana, Gokulpur:

He stated that after Covid-19 now the world is affected by Omicron virus and the
children are said to be at risk. Hence, at this moment the environmental pollution is a
serious concern. It must be the focus of the administration to ensure that the children
are not exposed to dust pollution. He further demanded that the project proponent can
give a written commitment for generation of employment in the area. He demanded to
know what benefits will be derived by the villagers from the project. He expressed
concern that the road and water sources may be affected if the mining activities will be

carried out rampantly in an unabated manner.

Sri Manoj Das, Gobindapur:

He welcomed all and said that the local people have adequate business opportunities
they do not seek employment. Further he said that trees are planted on the hill which
is going to be affected by the mining activity and they want to save the hill and

plantation.

Sri Pradeep Kumar Bai, Gobindapur:

He welcomes the dignitaries present in the meeting and said that in the year 2017
government of Odisha has declared Govbindapur as a place of tourist attraction. Now
the same government is planning for mining activities in the area which is antagonistic
with its earlier objective. He advised that instead of transporting stone from a far away
area like Gobindapur Government should also consider to find similar resources in and
around Puri, Pipli and Khordha area. Apart from the above suggestions, he did not

raise any specific environmental concerns.

Sri Mahima Nanda Roul, Gobindapur:

He welcomed all present in the meeting and highlighted the possible problem of dust
poliution to be an outcome of mining activities and its effect. He also highlighted the
water scarcity problem being faced by the local public. He stated that as the local
people are depending on the hill. OMC should consider exploring in other areas.
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Smt. Tukuni Nayak, Gokulapur:

She welcomed all the dignitaries prescnt in the meeting and said that the local
Sarapanch has not convened information to the 11 numbers of ward members of his

her panchayat on this issue. So the people of the panchayat are unaware of it.
Sri Ranjan Kumar Das, Gobindapur:

He welcomed the dignitaries and public present in the meeting. He said that they will
not allow OMC to take stone from the hill. He told that his villagers have represented
their views peacefully in the meeting. He requested that the authorities should consider

all such concerns and act accordingly to avoid public resentment.

Total nineteen nos. of people had registered their names to express their views,
comments etc. and deliberated their views accordingly. About one hundred fifty Nos. of
people were presented in the public-hearing but all of them refused to sign in the
attendance sheet. One written representation was received during the public hearing

and the same is enclosed.

After all the speakers expressed their respective opiniqn and suggestion, the
Additional District Magistrate, Cuttack asked the project proponent to give the reply, to
the issues raised. On behalf of the project proponent, Sri Debendra Kumar Nanda,
Chief Vigilance officer, M/s. Odisha Mining Corporation Limited addressed the
committee members and the assembled public and put a reply on the issues raised by
the public. The issues raised by the public and the commitments made by the project
proponent has been prepared in English & Odia and attached separately.

The Additional District Magistrate, Cuttack ended the meeting with thanks to the
public.
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Er. Rashmita Priyadarshini Sri Purna Chan ish¥a, AS (SAG)
Regional Officer, Additional District Magistrate, Cuttack

State Pollution Contro! Board,

Odisha, Cuttack

(Assisted as representative of State (Presided and Supervised the Public

Pollution Control Board) Hearing Meeting)



STATEMENT OF ISSUE RAISEU BY THE PUBLIC AND CCMMITMENTS OF THE
PROJECT PROPONENT FOR THE PUELIC HEARING OF GOBINDAPUR DECORATIVE
STONE MINES PROPOSED BY M/S. ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LTD., OVER
MINING LEASE AREA OF 18.280 HECTARE AT VILLAGE GOBINDAPUK, PLOT NO.
1213, KHATA NO. 368 UNDER TANGI- CHOUDWAR TAHASIL OF CUTTACK DISTRICT
HELD ON DTD. 14.12.2021 AT 11.30 AM AT SIDHAGIRI BIDYAPITHA, GOBINDAPUR,
TANGI- CHOUDWAR TAHASIL OF CUTTACK DISTRICT

Issues raised by the public in
public hearing meeting

Reply/ Commitments of the Project Proponent

The Issues raised by the public
during the public hearing meeting are
deforestation, dust poliution, damage
of road, enmployment and Ground

water scarcity.

On behalf of the project proponent, Sri Debendra
Kumar Nanda, Chief Vigilance officer, M/s. Odisha
Mining Corporation Limited replied the issues
raised by the public.

He expressed that State Pollution Control Board,
Odisha is conducting the public hearing and they
have made all the communication required as per
rule to inform the public about the public hearing.
He said regarding selection of Gobindapur Stone
mine that the Khandalite stone available in this
mine is a particular type of stone that can only be
used in the renovation work of Sri Jagannath
temple at Puri and no other type of stone can be
used at Puri temple.

He also stated that they will comply with the issues
raised by the public as per Environmental
Management Plan of the proposed mining project.
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Er. Rashmita Priyadarshini
Regional Officer,

State Pollution Contro! Board,
Odisha, Cuttack

(Assisted as representative of State
Pollution Control Board)
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Sri Purna Chandraishra, OAS (SAG)
Additional District Magistrate, Cuttack

(Presided and Supervised the
Public Hearing Meeting)
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2 STATE POLLUTION :ennmojl;gnnnu;nnlsnn:,..

- .{Department of Forest & Environment, Govt. of Odisha) -~ = »
' Bhubaneswar-751012 -

an, Al118, Nilakanthanagar, Unit- | .
Date : 11.11.2021

IND-H1-PH-959
NOTICE

It is brought to the natice of all concerned that M/s Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd
has proposed to have Environmental Assessment for Gobindapur Decorative Stone
Mines over ML area of 18.280 Ha. in village Gobindapur, Plot No. 1213, Khata
No. 33; under Tangi - Choudwar tehsil of Cuttack district to obtain Environmental
Cle:  from State Environment Impact Assessment Auftigrity (SEIAA), Odisha.
T nent has applied to the State Pollution Control Bga disha, Bhubaneswar
ic Hearing. .
dnge, Government of India
hias been authorized to
i suggestions, views,

' No. 176751

for.a Py
By-vittue of Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate. Gh
Notification No. S.O. 1533 (E) Dtd. 14.09.2008, the B
condugt environmental public hearing and as such'i
comments and objections ofi matters relating to enviror Hepects of the proposed
project from all the persons ingluding bonafide residers forimental groups and
others located at the proposed site/sites of displacemerit/&ites likely tc be affected.
For the above purpose, a person wili-only mean: ; .

A. Any person who is likely to be affected by the grant of Elgvs‘[onmental Clearance.
B. Any person who owiis His control over the projétt With respect to which an
- application has been subsniittéd for environmental cléatatice.

C. Any association of persang Whethier incorporated or fikefy to be affected by the

~ project and / or functiofiirig in the field.of environmafit.
ofwhose local limits.is
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