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PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON 21.05.2022 (AT 11.00 AM) AT
VILLAGE GANDHALAPADA (GP- GUALI), KHATA NO. 48 (AJA), PLOT NO. 194 WITH
RESPECT TO ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF RENGALBEDA (NE) IRON ORE
BLOCK OF M/S ODISHA MINERAL EXPLORATION CORPORATION LIMITED WITH
PRODUCTION CAPACITY OF 2.0 MTPA IRON ORE OVER ML AREA OF 24.203 HA. AT
VILLAGES NUAGAON AND GANDHALAPADA UNDER BARBIL TAHSIL OF
KEONJHAR DISTRICT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE.

The public hearing in respect of the project proposed by Rengalbeda (NE) Iron Ore block of M/s.
Odisha Mineral Exploration Corporation Limited (OMECL) with production capacity of 2.0 MTPA
iron ore over an area of 24.203 Ha located at villages Nuagaon and Gandhalapada under Barbil
Tahasil of Keonjhar district was held on scheduled date & time with reference to:

I. EIA Notification S.O 1533 (E) Dtd. 14.09.2006 and Amendments thereafter.

The Panel consisted of the following members:

1. Sushma Bilung, Additional District Magistrate, Keonjhar
2. Shri Puskar Chandra Behera, Regional Officer, State Pollution Control Board,
Keonjhar, Odisha

Sushma Bilung, Additional District Magistrate, Keonjhar, supervised & presided over the public
hearing process and was assisted by Shri Puskar Chandra Behera, Regional Officer, State Pollution
Control Board, Keonjhar, the representative of State Pollution Control Board, Odisha, Bhubaneswar.

At the outset, welcoming the members participated in the meeting, the Regional Officer, State
Pollution Control Board, Keonjhar, gave a brief introduction about the guidelines to be followed for
the public hearing in the light of EIA Notification, 2006 and interim operational guidelines till date,
in respect of the project proposed by Rengalbeda (NE) Iron Ore block of M/s. Odisha Mineral

Exploration Corporation Limited.

Shri Behera explained that the views, comments, objections and opinions of the public are
necessary while considering the environmental clearance of the project. He asked the project
proponent to make a brief presentation before the public, gathered in the meeting about the various
aspects of the proposed project to be undertaken for better awareness of the public. On behalf of the
Project Proponent, Sri Uday Shankar Pattnaik, Sr. Manager (Mines) of M/s. Odisha Mineral
Exploration Corporation Limited addressed the committee members and assembled public, and made
a brief presentation about the salient features of the proposed project, environmental management,
pollution control measures, waste management and various other CSR activities envisaged in the

proposed project.

Then Shri Puskar Chandra Behera, Regional Officer, State Pollution Control Board, Keonjhar
requested the public to give their views, comments, objections and opinions on the proposed project.



The views expressed by various speakers on the proposed project are as follows:

1)

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7)

Sri Dabra Munda, Guali GP:

While supporting the PH he stated that for achieving something we will lose something.
However, he is in favour of the mines. At the same time he has requested the mine to give more
attention towards the people those who are affected by the mining operations. Whatever
developmental jobs Mr. Pattanayak narrated in his speech, if bring into effect everybody will be

benefitted.

Sri Charan Munda, Nuagaon:
While supporting the project he explained the importance of environment, if environment is

damaged our life will be affected. The trees help to cause rain and emit oxygen to our
environment. So he requested the mine for tree plantation on mining waste dump and mined out
area to safeguard the environment and to look after all other issues.

Sri Jhuria Munda, Gandhalpada:
While supporting the PH he expressed his concern that there is one small natural stream near

Nuagaon-Dholki, adjacent to the proposed mining site on which villages like Ghorasahi, Nuagaon
etc. are dependent and it may dry due to mining activities. This is a perennial source of water of
this locality. Day by day the water flow is becoming less. So, he requested the mine to carry out
their mining activities by giving utmost attention to this natural stream so that it would not be
affected and flow will be spontaneous.

Sri Padan Patra, Guali:

While supporting this PH he stated that the mine is going to do its mining activities at some parts
of Gandalpada and Nuagon area. The mine has given many assurances for providing all sorts of
facilities like road, health, electric connection, education, drinking water and employment to
unemployed. He requested company to give more importance to fulfill those assurances, so that
there will be improvement, otherwise there will be disturbance. Most of the mine does not fulfill

the given commitments.

Ms. Bilasini Oram, Sarpanch, Loidapada:

While supporting the PH she told that the mine has given so many assurances. She requested the
mine to take up CSR activities before and after starting of the mining activities. She expressed
her concern that many companies give lots of assurances but they do not fulfill it after getting the
clearances. She requested to look into the education & employment of the local people.

Smt. Sabita Barik, Nuagaon:

While she gave his consent for starting of the proposed mining activities, because everybody are
dependent on mines but requested to see that people does not face any difficulties. She requested
for providing drinking water, road, assistance to the SHG, school teachers in Nuagaon School for
higher education, di-siltation of the nallah, stair case to the ghat, provide stitching machine along
with stitching teacher, employment according to the qualifications to the local youth. All are
dependent upon mines, so she requested the mine to critically survey for the requirement of the
beneficial jobs and take steps accordingly. All companies give many assurances but do not fulfill
their commitments; she also requested to give pension to the aged and physically challenged
people. Necessary steps may be taken to impart education from small children to grown up

children.

Smt. Binapani Barik, Gandhalpada:
While supporting the PH she requested to provide teacher to the school, bus services up to Joda

and Koida for the school going children, drinking water supply, Bathroom, latrine, stitching
machine and financial assistance to the SHG.



8)

9)

Smt. Kangabati Palei, Secretary, SHG, Nuagaon:
She supported the PH but at the same time she expressed that till now nobody has helped them.

As a result, there is no education facility, no good roads; SHG has not got any help so far. The old
aged persons are also in great trouble. She is happy that this company has come here to open the
mine for which she is hopeful that there will be overall improvement. Many companies have
come here but they have not provided facilities like education, good road, pisciculture could not
be done due to lack of pond, no drinking water facility. Due to scarcity of water, they could not
do cultivation. There is no income source as a result the youth groups are compelled to sell Rasi
and Handia (Rice Wine). So she requested to provide jobs to all according to the educational
qualification and equally uneducated persons also should get employment and to provide
education to the small children & Pension to the old.

Sri Bidyadhar Naik, Guali:
While supporting the PH he requested to provide compensation to displaced persons. He also

requested to do mining activities only after providing houses to the displaced persons.

10) Smt. Dipa Barik, Gandhalpada:

While supporting the PH he stated that the local people were getting many things from their
nearby forest but due to mining activities trees will be destroyed, they will be compelled to live
with dust pollution and deprived of getting fire wood and other things. So she requested to
provide gas connection to every household for their cooking purpose. She also requested for
compensatory afforestation on the unused land, proper compensation, like house, land,
employment etc. to the displaced persons, assistance to the SHG for their improvement, concrete
road and facilities for the school going children.

11) Smt. Jyotshna Palei, Nuagaon:

While supporting the PH she was hopeful that this company will provide them help. At the same
time she requested to take appropriate steps for safeguard of environment, appropriate steps for
the education of the children.

12) Smt. Sunita Munda, Nuagaon, Guali:

While supporting the PH she demanded that before starting the mining activities, company should
provide houses to them. At the same time, she requested to provide school teachers, computer
training for the matriculate youths. She requested to provide all facilities to their locality. She
stated situation of Munda community of their village as they could not do anything due to their
innocence & bad financial conditions. She requested for providing old age pension.

13) Smt. Janaki Kissan, Nuagaon:

While supporting the PH she requested for drinking water facility, ambulance facility, education,
computer teacher. She also requested to provide door to door Latrine & bathroom because when
the mines will start gents will increase in number so it is essential. She requested for pucca house
to those who will lose their land. Provide teachers to their schools through company as there is

shortage of teachers.

14) Smt. Basmati Munda, Gandhalapada:

She supported the PH and proposed mining by M/s. OMECL. She requested for employment to
unemployed youth, road repairing, school facilities & medical facilities. She requested to provide
gas as during mining activities many trees will be destroyed and there will be scarcity of
firewood. She also requested to provide help to their SHG for their future devclopment.



15) Ms. Tulasi Munda, Nuagaon:
While supporting the PH she requested to provide employment to the local youths. Land loser

should be allotted land patta.

16) Smt. Puspanjali Barik, Nuagaon:
While supporting the PH she requested to provide drinking water, computer center, employment
to local, school teachers, employment to the SHG, ambulance, employment according to the
qualifications, old age pension. She demanded not do mining activities during night (night shift).

17) Sri Sambhunath Barik, Nuagaon:
While supporting the PH, he demanded employment for educated youths according to their

qualifications and skill as well as to all unskilled youths to be provided other mining related jobs
for their livelihood. Local youths need to be given raising and transportation contracts. He also
demanded for providing hostel, providing teachers for coaching for enhancing the quality of
education, Scholarship need to be provided for motivating the student and also requested to take
care of orphans. At last he submitted written demands to the Govt. Authority

18) Sri Santosh Kumar Palei, Nuagaon :
While supporting the PH, he expressed that since long there is no development of existing schools
in this area. Necessary arrangement should be done to start spoken English/Hindi course. Nobody
is giving attention for development for the students. In their project report, company management
has proposed to start water sprinkling on the Murom road for reducing dust generation, but
instead of Murom road he suggest for blacktop road with avenue plantation on both side of the
road. He also suggested for construction of drain for run-off water from mines otherwise their

agricultural land would be damaged.

19) Sri Niladri Bihari Mishra, President, Paribesh Surakshya Samiti, Joda:
While supporting the PH, he expressed that definitely there will be impact on Environment. The
company in their Executive summary has mentioned about their proposal for pollution control
like making garland drain, avenue plantation, protective wall and wet drilling. But in view of
more dust generation in the mining belt, the company should go for green belt and waste land
plantation as only water sprinkling is not the solution. There will be also more sound pollution
due to running of heavy vehicles and mobile crusher for which company should give more

priority for plantation.

20) Sri Bajiram Munda, Gandhalpada:
While supporting the PH, he requested the Company Management for proper heavy vehicle
parking arrangement. Parking should not be done on the road because accidents are taking place
in these areas weekly two to three times. There should not be any parking from Rugudi to

Rengalbeda.

21) Sri Sunil Champia, Gandhalpada:
While supporting the PH, he stated that this is a tribal area and hence very less number of

educated people is here, they should also be considered for employment. Further he stated that
company should provide school for orphan child and orphanage for their accommodation.

22) Sri Thomas Munda, Ward No.9, Nuagaon:
While supporting the PH, he demanded the Company to look for proper implementation of the
rehabilitation plan for the displaced people. He also requested for providing employment to local
youths, providing primary education facility in primary school at Nuagaon and opening computer



center, Supply of drinking water through pipeline, providing streetlight and community hall, to
promote sports activities for district/state level participation, providing medical facility, one
changing room in their bathing ghata and latrine facility.

23) Sri Issac Munda, Gandhalpada:
While supporting the PH, he demanded for employment to educated person as per their

qualification and also to other unskilled people, education facility to dropout students, providing
road, street light , drinking water supply and bus for school and college students, plantation on

road side.

24) Sri Dillip Munda, Gandhalpada:
While supporting the PH, he stated that company should take care of proper pollution control

measures.

25) Smt. Kalpana Barik, Nuagaon::
While speaking in favor of the PH, she stated that employment should be provided to the local

youths. Further she stated that in past whenever we go for employment, at that time the Company
Management call the police and harass us since we are the poor people, which should not be done
by company any more. The mine should consider our issues without any harassment to us. Also

the mine shall provide employment to the displaced persons.

26) Sri Prafulla Munda, Gandhalapada:
While supporting the PH, he told that the company should not harass them. Due to operation of

mines in this area, the generation of dust will be more and nobody is giving proper attention to
this. He requested for arrangement of washing facility for those heavy vehicles coming out from
mines premises. Ile also demanded for a stadium at Gandhalpada and employment for the youths.

27) Sri Manglu Munda, Gandhalpada:
While speaking in favor of the PH, he expressed that employment and education facility should

be provided by the Company.

28) Sri Mansingh Munda, Nuagaon:
While supporting the PH, he informed that he is the residents of the village of the proposed mines

and the people who will be displaced are not educated and also unable to raise their issues. They
should be compensated properly. The persons, who are giving their land to the Company, should
be paid fair price for their land. Further he told that the local people have no education, no degree,
only they know to use hand tools, used for manual mining, hence, he requested to provide manual
mining jobs to those persons. Further he expressed that there is no teachers in their Nuagaon
primary school. On many occasions, they have pointed out this issue in the Block office but of no
use. One Headmaster posted in Nuagaon Primary school comes only twice a month. He requested
the mine to provide teachers in primary school and employment to youths.

29) Smt. Sukrumani Munda, Gandhalpada :
She supported the PH and requested to provide school bus service for the students.

30) Smt. Mati Munda, Gandhalpada:
She supported the PH and requested for employment of thc local youths.



31) Sri Gajendra Barik, Gandhalpada:
While supporting the PH, he stated that they will not oppose for the Mines, there will be overall
development of the people with the operation of Mines. Outside people are earning from this area
whereas the local people are unable to earn from this area. There should not be any partiality.
Mines should not run 24/48 hours, it should run timely either for 2 shifts or 3 shifts not for 24

hours.

32) Sri Kishore Kumar Tamdia, Gandhalapada:
He supported the PH and requested the Company to provide employment to the local people.

The Panel received 05 nos. of written representations of the local people demanding different
facilities in the locality during the hearing which are enclosed herewith in original.

Observation:

The overall opinion of the public about the proposed project was favorable. However, the local
people have some aspirations as laid down in their deliberations.

Shri Puskar Chandra Behera, Regional Officer, State Pollution Control Board, Keonjhar &
representative of State Pollution Control Board, Odisha prepared the summary of the public hearing
proceedings accurately reflecting the views and concerns expressed by the speakers with the inclusion of
comments of the applicants, read over to the audience at the end of the proceedings explaining the
contents in Odia language and the agreed minutes of public hearing meeting is prepared. The statement of
issues and concerns of public with the comments of applicants, prepared in Odia and English language is
annexed as per Annexure- [ & II. List of participants is annexed as per Annexure- II1.

The President of Public Hearing, Sushma Bilung, Additional District Magistrate, Keonjhar ratified
the minutes of meetings with the views and demands of public. She extended her vote of thanks to the
public for rendering their co-operation for smooth operation of the public hearing.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair and the participants.

§ e
Al

(Sushma Bilung) (Shri Puskar Oﬁ/‘}x dra Behera)
Additional District Magistrate, Regional Officer
Keonjhar State Pollution Control Board,
Keonjhar, Odisha
(Presided and Supervised (Assisted as representative of

the Public Hearing Meeting) State Pollution Control Board)
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Annexure-II

STATEMENT OF ISSUES AND DEMANDS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC AND COMMITMENT
OF THE PROJECT PROPONENT, RENGALBEDA (NE) IRON ORE BLOCK OF M/S
ODISHA MINERAL EXPLORATION CORPORATION LIMITED (OMECL) DURING THE
PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON 21.05.2022 (AT 11.00 AM) FOR PRODUCTION OF 2.0
MTPA IRON ORE OVER ML AREA OF 24.203 HA. AT VILLAGES NUAGAON AND
GANDHALAPADA UNDER BARBIL TAHSIL OF KEONJHAR DISTRICT FOR

ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE.

Issues raised by Public Commitment of the Project Proponent
The issues raised at the public Shri Chittaranjan Sahoo, General Manager and Sri Uday
hearing meeting are the Sankar Pattanaik, Sr. Manager (Mining), of M/s Odisha
following: Mineral exploration Corporation Ltd. (OMECL) in their reply
to the issues raised during the public hearing stated as
below:

> Employment . )
Shri Chittaranjan Sahoo, GM said that employment will be

provided as per the qualification to the local villagers.
Further, unskilled youths will also be opportunity and
priority for their livelihood in the mine. Skill Development
Training will be arranged to be provided to local villagers.

He said that as the mining operation has not been started,
the facilities available in the existing hospitals of the locality
will be developed and Ambulance facility will also be
provided in future.

> Health Care

He said that survey has already been done by an
independent agency with regard to number of families
required to be displaced and OMECL have received the list
of such families. Accordingly proper rehabilitation will be
planned by the management of OMECL keeping in view of
the Govt. guideline these families will be rehabilitated in
the nearby areas only.

» Rehabilitation

He stated the following welfare activities to be undertaken
in local villages.

e The company has planned many CSR activities but
due to paucity of funds they are unable to start
immediately but in due course of time on operation
of the mines or with the funds from Government
they will undertake these activities as mentioned by

» Welfare

the speakers.




> Mines Operation

> Pollution Control
Measures

Additional/contractual teachers will be provided in
the primary schools in consultation with district
administration.

Necessary renovation of classrooms will be done in
future in consultation with Govt. authority

De-siltation and rejuvenation of Pond and natural
stream will be done.

Providing School Bus, development of villageroad,
supply of drinking water etc. will be done under
DMF fund in consultation with Govt.

Steps shall be taken for setting up mini
stadium/play groundin future after the operation of
the mines with approval of Government.

He said that Mines will run in 2(two) shift operations.

Sri Udaya Sankar Pattanaik, Sr. Manager (Mining) stated
the public that Company will adopt the following pollution
control measures.

Sewerage from canteen & toilets will be routed to
septic tank and finally to soak pits.

Garland drains of 1 m. deep and 1.5 mtrs. wide
shall be constructed all along the bottom area of
waste dump followed by retaining wall to prevent
any wash off or leaching of dump material.

Check dam will be created at every 300 mtrs. in the
garland drains which will help in siltation of particles
and de-siltation of garland drains will be done on a
regular basis.

Slope will be maintained as per mining plan.

There will be wet drilling process to control air
pollution.

Wheel washing facility of the wvehicle will be
introduced




Water sprinkling will be done to control air pollution.

Air pollution will be controlled by minimizing vehicle
speed, introduction of mobile cleaning system and
by plantation at the periphery of the mining lease
area.

Prime movers/diesel engine will be properly
maintained to control the noise pollution.

Provisions of silencers, enclosures etc. will be made
to the possible extent to control noise pollution.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) like ear
muffs/ear plugs will be provided to the operators of
HEMM.

Parking plaza will be set up in nearby area to
prevent parking over NH.

Development of thick green belt along the mine
lease boundary to control noise.

Vegetation will be done to stabilize slope faces.

Compensatory afforestation will be done in
consultation with Forest department. Plantation will
also be done in the available vacant land over the
land provided by the villagers.

Avenue plantation and plantation over vacant land
with the CSR fund and it will be continuous process.

Rainwater harvesting structure will be made in
School and Govt buildingsfor recharging ground
water.
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D-205

STATE PDLLUTION CONTRGL ROARD, ODISHA
(Department of Forest, Environment & Climate Change, Govt. of Odisha)
Paribesh Bhawan, A/118, Nilakanthanagar, Unit-Vill, Bhubaneswar-751012

No. 6228/ IND-HI-PH-1011 Date : 13.04.2022

NOTICE

It is brought to the notice of all concetned that M/s Odisha Mineral Exploration

Corporation Ltd. has proposed to have Environmental Assessment for Rengalbeda

(NE) Iron Ore Block for Production of 2.0 MTPA iron ore over an area of 24.203

ha. at villages Nuagaon and Gandhalapada under Barbil Tehsil of Keonjhar

District to obtain Environmental Cleararice from the State Environment Impact

Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Odisha. The proponent has applied to the State

Pollution Control Board, Odisha, Bhubaneswar for a Public Hearing. '

By virtue of Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change, Government of

India Notification No. S.0. 1533 (E) Dtd. 14,09.2006, the Board has.been authorized

to conduct envifonmental public hearing and as such invites suggestions, views,

comments and ci_bjections on matters relating to envitonmental aspects of the proposed

project from all the persons including bonafide residents, environmental groups and

others located at the proposed site/sites of displacement/sites likely to be affected.

For the above-purfiose, a person will only mean:

A. Any persorfdiftio is likely to be affeféd by the grant of Environmental Clearance.

B. Ay persofn who owns his Cé)?qﬂ’ql ovét the project with Fespect to which an
application Has beén submitted fof envirénmental clearance.

C. Any association of persons whether incorporated ar likely to be affected by the
project and / or functionihg in the field of environment.

D. Any-local authority within any- part of whiose lecal limits is within the neighborhood,
wherein the project is pfoposed to be located. :

Persops as afiove who desire.to, submit tigif %ws, comments, objections ‘etc.

T

relevant to thefitpject, may.to sp In writing WitHin. 30 days from thé date of publication
of this notice addréssihg the sate it ui:ﬁvl rber Sécretary, State Patlutioh Gortrol
Board; Odisha through Registered Post. Besides this, persons interestéd to submit
their views relevant to the proposed miining project in writing or orallyftiay also do
s0.during the public hearing o be conducted on'21.05.2022 4%11'00 A.M. at village
Gandhalapada, G.P. - Guali, P.S - Rugudihi (Khata No. 48{AJA), PI6t No. 194,
- Area - Ac. 1.150.dec) in-Keonjhar District. Public hearing shall be goriducted
strictly observing guidelines contained in COVID - 19%%{1({@110 restrictions
“issued by the MOEFECC, Govt. of india vide OM No.22-25JA.1Hl, dated-09.06.2021
as well as Govt. df Qdisha. ‘ : I

vhich will be available at the following offices. Copy of the Executive Summary both
in English & Odia i§ glgo available in the following offices & the same can also be
| downloaded from the website www.ospgboard.org free of cost.
District Collector's Office, Keonjhar.
District Industries Center, Keenjhar. ,
In the office of the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Parishad, Keonjhar.
In the Head office of the State Pollution Control Board, Odisha, Parivesh Bhawan,
A/118, Nilakanthanagar, Unit -VIil, Bhubangswar -12. ,
Regional Office, State Pollution Contro) Baard, Odisha, Keonjhar.
6. Departmentof Forest & Environment (Environment), Govt. of Odisha, Bhubaneswar.
For any further clatification in the matter, the Regional Officer, State Pollution
Control Board, Keonjhar or the Member Secretary, State Pollution Control
Board, Odisha at Bhubaneswar may be contacted. ‘P
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