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PROCEEDING OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT OF SRI
SATYENDRA KUMAR CHANDRA FOR GRANT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE
FOR SEMELIA STONE QUARRY OVER AN AREA OF 10.117 HA. IN VILLAGE
SEMELIA, TAHSIL LAKHANPUR OF JHARSUGUDA DISTRICT HELD AT VILLAGE
SEMELIA, TAHSIL LAKHANPUR OF JHARSUGUDA DISTRICT ON DTD.12.07.2022
AT 11.30 AM.

The public hearing of the proposed Semelia Stone Quarry of Sri Satendra Kumar
Chandrafor grant of Environmental Clearance for production ofconst-uction stone over an area of
10.117Ha in village Semelia, Tahsil- Lakhanpur of Jharsuguda district was held on
Dtd.12.07.2022 at 11.30 A.M at village Semelia, Tahsil- Lakhanpur in the district of Jharsuguda.

Shri Lankeswar Amat, Additional District Magistrate, Jharsuguda supervised and presided
over the Public Hearing Process, assisted by Smt.Anusha Ekka, Dy. Env.Scientist, State Pollution
Control Board, Jharsuguda& representative of State Pollution Control Board, Odisha. The State
Pollution Control Board, Odisha, Bhubaneswar had advertised in newspaper in Odia daily—
Sambad on 25.04.2022 and in English daily-The Times of India on 25.04.2022. The Public
Hearing in respect of the above project stated as per the schedule and the venue decided by the
District Magistrate & Collector in accordance with the EIA Notification S.0.1533(E), dated
14.09.2006. The attendance sheet of the panel members present in the public hcaring is annexed
as Annexure — I. Around 29 persons had attended the public hearing meeting and the attendance

sheet of the public participants attended the public hearing is annexed as Annexure-II.

At the outset, Smt. Anusha Ekka, Dy. Env.Scientist, SPCB welcomed the panel member
and the public presented in the meeting. He briefly described the objectives and procedure
followed for conducting the Public Hearing as per the EIA Notification S.O. 1533(E), dated
14.09.2006 of Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Govt. of India.

She requested Additional District Magistrate, Jharsuguda to preside over the meeting.

Welcoming the panel members and the assembled public in the meeting, Shri Lankeswar
Amat, ADM, Jharsuguda, explained the objective of the proposed Semelia Stone Quarry and
invited the public to present their views about the proposed project. He also requested the public
to maintain peace & discipline for completion of the meeting. He asked the Project Proponent to
make a brief presentation before the public gathered in the meeting about the proposed Semelia

Stone Quarry.

~ \

@\4\“’” @/\



H

Sri Khageswar Kishan representative of Semelia Stone Quarry welcomed the public and.all
other participants. He presented briefly about the proposed Semelia Stone Quarry in Odia

language which are as follows:

e Semelia Stone Quarry of M/s Maa Parthivi Traders, over an area of 10.117 Ha is an
opencast semi- mechanized mine situated in the village Semelia, Tahasil Lakhanpur,
District Jharsuguda, in the state of Odisha. The proposed quarry leases produce
construction stone. |

e The proposed mine lease has been granted to The Tahasildar Lakhanpur, District
Jharsuguda, of Odisha by Deputy Director Geology O/o Joint Director Geology, Zonal
Survey, Sambalpur vide Letter No. 624 dated 13.04.2021. In turn the mine has been
granted to M/s Maa Parthivii Traders by Tahasildar Lakhanpur, District Jharsuguda, of
Odisha, Vide letter number 1643, dated 17.03.2020.

e The mineral is used mainly in the construction activities like buildings, and road
infrastructures etc. The requirement for the mineral is always high in the nearby cities
and towns. Therefore, there is always a good demand of the mineral in the domestic
market. The local region demand is increasing; hence newer areas for construction stone
reserves are approached.

+ From the above aspects, the capacity of proposed project is 11400 Cum per annum with
a mining lease area of 10.117 Ha. The cost of the proposed project is Rs. 50 Lakhs with
an EMP cost of Rs.4.95Lakhs recurring.

» Semelia Stone Quarry of M/s Maa Parthivii Traders is over 10.117 Ha. The geological
reserve (Probable & Possible) of the construction stone has been estimated as 1083520
cum.

e Method of mining will be opencast semi mechanized. Handling of rock mass will be
done both manually and by excavators. Handpicks, spade, chisel, hammer will be used
by manual labours for sorting and sizing. Based on the demand of construction stone as
revealed by the respective lessees, a maximum of 11,400 Cum of Construction stone

will be extracted per annum.

e A total of 27 workers will be employed during mining operation. The company will
provide vocational skill training to the unemployment youth of the neighboring villages
through outside agencies. .Local villagers residing in the nearby villages shall be

. employed as semi-skilled workers.

o The quantity of waste/ Mineral Rejects generated is 2850 CUM during plan period. It




is stacked in the designated place of 0.020 Ha. with dump height of 6meters.

To achieve these objectives of EIA/ EMP study, the EIA team members of M/s -
ATMOS Sustainable Solutions Pvt. Ltd, Noidar }nonitored different environmental
parameters of the core zone (Lease area) and buffer zone (10 km. radial distance) of
the project site in accordance with the Guidelines for EIA issued by the MoEF& CC,
Govt. of India. The baseline study was carried out during the period from March to
May 2021. The baseline monitoring and analysis of different environmental

parameters was conducted by M/s J.P. Test & Research Centre, Ghaziabad.

Impact of Mining on Soil, Air, Water, Biodiversity and environment:

The fertility status of the soil near by the lease area may affect due to extra dust
deposition on the soil. This dust will be settled on the top soil resulting in decrease in the
fertility of the soil as well as decrease in crop production which will be mitigated by
Garland drain and retaining wall will be copstructed in the slope of the dump and
rejected mineral stack. So the surface runoff from the dump will be passed through the

garland drain and settled in a settling pit before discharging outside.

The impact on air environment due to the mining and allied activities arises during land
development phase and during mining process. The excavation/removal of topsoil and
dumping of overburden (top soil and rejected rock) generates fugitive dust in that area.
Mining operation are carried out by opencast semi mechanized methods generating dust
particles due to various activities likes, excavation, loading, handling of mineral and
transportation. These will be mitigated by Water sprinkling on mining quarry, and haul
road during idry wind periods, using a water tanker. Dust emissions due to vehicles can
be minimized by avoiding spillage from the loaded trucks and trucks covered by
tarpaulin. Dust catching species like Alstoniascholaris, Bombaxceiba, Terminaliaarjuna,
Cassia fistula, Bombaxceiba, Azadirchtaindica, Nyctanthesarbor-tristis, Psidiumguajava,

Tectonagrandis etc. will be planted in green belt.

Different activities in mining such as loading, hauling, stone handling, mining etc. lead to
generation of noise. The various sources of noise mentioned above shall only be
periodical and are limited to a fixed period of operation only. Further Periodical
monitoring of noise will be done. Proper maintenance of all equipment/ machines will be
carried out which help in reducing noise during operations. Plantation will be taken up

along the approach roads and vicinity of Mine Lease area.




o It is observed from the dug wells of the adjacent plain area and in the nearby villages
that, the Ground water table varies between 10 m to 15 m from the surface level
depending upon seasonal variations. During dry season the water table falls to 15 m from
the surface, whereas during rainy season the water table remains at around 10 m from the
surface. After the plan period the ultimate depth of the pit is 6m from surface. Hence no
intersection of the ground water table is anticipated.

e Ground water quality will not be affected due to mining activities as it is restricted to
6m depth and the water level is 10-15m below the surface. Regular monitoring of water
samples will be done as precautionary measures. Mining will be done as per approved
Mine Plan and applicable Rules & Regulation, so that there is no damage on ground |

water recharge potential due to construction stone mining.

e The mining lease area does not include any forest land. There will be no cutting of trees
during the mining activity so no deforestation activity will be under taken, the
transportation of stone and waste may create dust pollution which may create loss of
biodiversity of the area. The ML area and its buffer zone are devoid of any eco-sensitive
area. So the impact on the biodiversity and wild life is minimal.

o Plantation will be developed along the lease boundary of the stone quarry area with
native species. The plantation proposal has been given to plant around 881 saplings over
an area of 0.932 Ha. Within the next five years.

e The project activities shall not have any adversé impacts on any of the common property
resources of the village communities, as the mine lease area is not being used for any
purpose by any section of the society in this region. There is no Resettlement &
Rehabilitation involvement in this project. There is no land acquisition in this project.
The Project is expected to yield a positive impact on the socio-economic environment. It
will help for improving direct and secondary employment opportunities for the local
people.

e In the process of environmental impact assessment a no. of site specific issues have been
identified which require due consideration as part of the development planning and
environmental project costing. The measures suggested are detailed under environmental
management plan. The total cost of the project is Rs. 50 Lakhs and the updated capital
cost and recurring cost (per annum) for the environmental facilities for the proposed

mining project works out to be Rs. 15,40,500/- and Rs. 4,90,500 / year respectively.
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Then Shri Lankeswar Amat, Additional District Magistrate, Jharsuguda, invited the public
to present their views about the proposed sand mining in peaceful manner. Then the public
deliberated on various issues one by one. During the public hearing, all have been given an
opportunity to express their views freely on the proposed project. About 10 nos. of persons had
delivered their views and the attendance sheet of the public participants who delivered their views
is annexed as Annexure — III.The statement of public participated in the deliberation is annexed
as Annexure IV.After the deliberations were made by the public. Regional Officer, State
Pollution Control Board, Jharsuguda invited the project proponent to offer the views on the issues
raised by the public. The summary of the views and opinions of the public and the commitments

made by the project proponent are annexed in English and Odia language as Annexure V.

About 01 numbers of written representations were received which are annexed as
Annexure VL.The video recording of the entire proceedings of the public hearing are enclosed
herewith and will be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA),
Odisha, Bhubaneswaras such along with the written statements of the public & proceedings of the

meeting.Finally the meeting ended with vote of thanks to the chair, public and other participants.
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Dy. Env. Scientist, SPCB Additional District Magistrate
Jharsuguda Jharsuguda
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STATEMENT OF ISSUES RAISED IN THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE
PROPOSED PROJECT OF SRl SATYENDRA KUMAR CHANDRA FOR
GRANT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR SEMELIA STONE
GQUARRY OVER AN AREA OF 10.117 HA. HELD AT VILLAGE
SEMELIA, TAHASIL LAKHANPUR OF JHARSUGUDA DISTRICT ON
DTD.12.07.2022 AT 11.30 AM.

The issues raised by the public in the public hearing and the commitment
made by the project proponent are as follows: '

++ Agriculture will be affected due to operation of quarry

No agriculture will be affected as the quarry lease area is an abandoned land, usually
swampy for six months a year, so excavation is proposed only for 160 days a year.

+»» Threat to surface water & ground water

There will be hardly any threat to surface water as the excavation is proposed by manual
means only a rock breaker is used, no drilling blasting proposed. Excavation proposal is very
sub surface hence no threat to ground water.

++ Development of School/College in Semilia village

Applicant shall look in the matters raised by villagers time to time and contribute for
development of School /College in Semilia village. i

%+ Proposal of check dam on river

Applicant shall construct a check dam to control the debris flow in to the main river from the
quarry area. '
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Smt. &hﬁEWa Sri Lankeswar Amat
Dy.Env. Scientist,SPCB Additional District Magistrate
Jharsuguda Jharsuguda

Additional District Magistrait
JHARSUGUDA
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THE STATEMENT OF THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATED IN THE DELIBERATION
DURING THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT OF SRI
SATYENDRA KUMAR CHANDRAFOR GRANT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCE FOR SEMELIA STONE QUARKYOVER AN AREA OF 10.117 HA. IN
VILLAGE SEMELIA, TEHSIL LAKHANPUR OF JHARSUGUDA DISTRICT HELD
AT VILLAGESEMELIA, TEHSIL LAKHANPUR OF JHARSUGUDA DISTRICT ON
DTD.12.07.2022 AT 11.30 AM.

The views expressed by various speakers present in the meeting are as follows:

1. Sri Ostaram Sa, Village Semelia:.

“'Sri Sa, intimated that in the year 2012 the lease has been granted to the stone quarry. But

. We the villagers opposed the opérétion of the quarry and the project was étopped, Our
village is situated within S00m from the quarry, so, our village will be affected. We will
-submit a written representation to ADM Sir to stop the project. Finally he said, it will be

better if the project is sojourn.

!w)

Sri Giridhar Pradhan, Village Semelia:
Sri Pradhan, opined that life of 50-60 fishermen families will be affected due to this
project. He also apprehended that there will be no opportunity of employment for the
locals as the work will be done by machines. If the project starts then the ground water
will Be affected, life of our cattle will be affected, roads will be damaged. So, he opposed
the project. ' .
3. Sri Pradyumna Sidar, Village Semelia:
Sri Sidar, apprehended that if the quarry is operated then cultivable agricultural land will
be affectzd and environmental pollution will also be increased. Instead of such project
school or college shall bev developed in our region, so, that student can avail better
education and can be self—cmplo_yéd. I strongly oppose the project because due to this
project agricultural land, River Mahanadi, life of fishermen will be affected,
4. Sri Parameswar Sa, Village Semelia: .
Sri Sa, Said that we are farmers and since last two years we are suffering like anything
due to shortage of water. The distri_ct administra‘gion is not interested to listen to us. If the
quarry operation starts then the agriculture will be affected, life of our cattle will be

affected, poor farmers will be aifected. So, we strongly oppose the project.




5. Sri Sobharam Sa, Village Semelia:
Sri Sa, supported the previous speaker and said if the quarry operates there will be
extreme shortage of water and agriculture will be affected and we are completely
dependent on agriculture.

6. Sri Ashok Kumar Seth, Sarpanch, Kandheikela GP:
Sri Seth, urged that this is a public hearing and the opinion of the public shall be given
priority.

7. SriTejram Ganda? Village Semelia: _
Sri Ganda, strongly opposed the project because due to operation of another existing
quarry in their village there is shortage of ground water as well as surface water. He said,
agriculture is our occupation since many generations and will be affected due to this
project.

8. Sri Surendra Majhi, Village Semelia:
Sri Majhi, opposed the project.

9. Sri Ujagar Majhia, Village Semelia:
Sri Majhia, said that, I am a fishermen and there are 52families dependent on fishing. We
are starving for six month as there is less water in dry season. So, we demand a check
dam here instead of this quarry. Further he said if there will be a check dam here then we
can have better earning and we can educate our children.

10. Sri Srimukha Sa, Village Semelia:
Sri Sa, intimated that due to operation of another existing quarry in their village there is
shortage of water. About 300-400 acres of agricultural land has been dried. So, we don’t
need another quarry in our village.
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SmtANdshatkka Sri%r at

Dy. Env. Scientist, SPCB Additional District Magistrate
Jharsuguda Jharsuguda
Additional District Magistrate
JHARSUGUDA
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WT., STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD, ODISHA
{Department of Forest & Ervxronment Govt. of desha)

"&5’ Paribesh Bhawan, A/118, Nilakanthanagar, Unit-VIll Bhubaneswar - 751012

No. 9684 [ IND-II-PH-967 NOTICE Date 04.06.2022

It is brought to the notice of all concerned that the State Pollution Control Board, Odisha issued an
advertisement in the newspapers "The Times of India” and “Sambad” on 25.04.2022 to conduct the
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fharsuguda district on- 27- 05-2022 at 10.36 AM. at village Semelia under Lakhanpur Tahsil of
Jharsuguda district. But due to Model Code of Conduct imposeéd by thé Election Commission of
India announced the schedule of Bye-Election for 06- Brajrajnagar Assembly Constituency | of
Jharsuguda district on 02-05-2022 and remains in force till the complet:en of Election i.e. 05-06--
2022 the public hearing scheduled above has been postporied. The same public hearing i$ now

rescheduled to be held on 12-07-2022 at 11,00 AM. at village Sémeliz under Lakhanpur Tehsil of

Tharsuguda district.

By virtue of Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change, Government of India Notification No.
5.0. 1533 (E) Dtd. 14.09.2006, the Board has been-authorized to conduct environmental public hearing’
and as such invites suggestions, views, comments and objections on matters relating to environmental
aspects of the proposed project from all the persons including bonafide residents, environmettal groups
and others located at the proposed site / sites of displacement / sxtes likely to be affected.

Forthe above purpose, a person will only mean:

A. Any person who is likely to beaffected by the grant of Environmental Clearance.

B. Any person who owns his contro} over the project with respect to whxch an application has been
submitted for environmental clearance.

functioning in the field of environment.
D. Any local authority within any part of whose limit is thhm the neighborhood, wherem the

project is proposed to be located. .
Persons as above who desire to submit their views, comments, ob;ect;ons etc. relevant to the project,

may do so in writing within 30 days from the date of publication of this notice addressing the same to the
Member Secretary, State Pollution Contra! Board, Odisha through Registered Post. Besides this, petsons
interested to submit their views relevant to the proposed mining project in writing or orally may also do
so during the public hearing réscheduled to be conducted on 12-07-2022 at 11.06 AM. at village
Semelia under Lakhanpur Tahsil of fharsuguda district,

Persons desirous of participating in the public hearing may go through the Environmentai Impact’
Assessment (ElA} / Environmental Management Pian (EMP) of the said project which will be available at

following offices & the same can also be downloaded from the. website www. ospchoard.org free of cost.

1. District Collector's Office, Jharsuguda.

2. District Industries Center ]harsuguda :

3. 'In the office of the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panshad lharsuguda
4

Nilakanthanagar, Unit - VIII, Bhibaneswar -12. o
5. Regional Office, State Pollution Control Board, Odisha, Iharsugnda.
6. Department of Forest & Envxronment {Environment), Govt. of Qd:sha Bhubaneswar

jharsuguda or the Member Secretary, State Pollutlon Control Board, desha at Bhubaneswar may bie

contacted. . Sd/-
. MEMBER SECRETARY

public hearing in respect of Semelia Stene Quarry of Sri Satyendra Kumar Chandra, M/s Maa |
Parthivii Traders over dn area of 10.117 Ha. in village Semelia under Lakhavipur Tahsil of |

C. Any association of persons whether incorporated or likely to be affected by the project and / or |

the following offices. Copy of the Executive Summary both in English & Odia also available in the ‘

. In the Head office of the State Poliution Contro! Board Odlsha, Panvesh Bhawan A/118 N

For any further tlarification in the matter, the Regional Officer, State Pollution Control Board ‘
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