PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED ON 07.09.2022
AT 11 AM AT MAA BUDHI THAKURANI PITHA, KARADASING IN THE DISTRICT
OF ANGULIN RESPECT OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF WATER
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, GOVT. OF ODISHA FOR HIDISING IRRIGATION
PROJECT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A HOMOGENOUS EARTH FILLING DAM
ACROSS RIVER BAULI WITH CULTIVABLE COMMAND AREA OF 2958 HA. AT
VILLAGE KARADASING UNDER ANGUL TAHASIL OF ANGUL DISTRICT.

Public hearing in respect of Environmental Assessment of Water Resources
Department, Govt. of Odisha for Hidising Irrigation project for construction of a
Homogenous Earth filling Dam across river Bauli with cultivable.command area of 2958
Ha. At Village Karadasingh under Angul Tahasil of Angul District.

With reference to:

i EJA Notification S.0 1533 (E) Dtd. 14-09-2006

The panel consisted of following members:

i. Sri Santosh Kumar Pradhan, Additional District Magistrate (Revenue)
Angul District
i Dr. Anup Kumar Mallick, Regional Officer, SPC Board Angul.

Sri Santosh Kumar Pradhan, Additional District Magistrate (Revenue), Angul District,
supervised and presided over the meeting, assisted by Dr. Anup Kumar Mallick,
Regional officer, State Pollution Control Board, Angul and the representative of State
Poliution Control Board, Odisha, Bhubaneswar.

At the outset Dr. Anup Kumar Mallick, Regional Officer, SPC Board, Angul welcome the
other panel member and the public, gave an introduction about the guidelines to be
followed for the public hearing in the light of EIA Notifications 2006 in respect of
Environmental Assessment of Water Resources Department, Govt. of Odisha for
Hidising Irrigation project for construction of a Homogenous Earth filling Dam across
river Bauli with cultivable command area of 2958 Ha. At Village Karadasingh under
Angul Tahasil of Angul District.

Sri Bipin Bihari Panda, Consultant of Hidising Irrigation Project for construction of Govt.
of Odisha of Angul Distriet on behalf of the proponent addressed the committee
members and assembled public and gave a brief description about the proposed
project. He also briefed about Environmental Assessment of Water Resources
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‘Department, Govt. ‘of Odisha for Hidising lrrigation project for construction of a
Hdmogenous Earth ﬁlii__ng Dam across river Bauli with cultivable command area of 2958
Ha. At Village Karadasingh undgr Angul Tahasil of Angul District with the peripheral
development work that had been taken up in this area, and made a presentation about
the environmental management, pollution control measures and earth management of
the related project. The copy of the statement of the industry read out at public hearing
proceedings is enclosed.

Regarding public hearing in respect of Environmental Assessment of Water Resources
Department, Govt. of Odisha for Hidising Irrigation project for construction 6f a
Homogenous Earth filling Dam across river Bauli with cultivable command area of 2958
Ha. At Village Karadasingh under Angul Tahasil of Angul District was publicized at one
English Daily newspaper and one Odia daily newspaper before one month. It was also
publicized at the office notice Board of Karadasingh Gram Panchayat Office, Tahasil
Office Angul, Jilla Parisad Office Angul, Block Chairman Office, Angul and local villages
of Karadasingh, Sankerjang, 'Nandapur, Brahmapur, Pokatunga, Madhupur,
Jagannathpur etc. Public hearing also publicized through loud speaker at the above
village area.

Dr. Anup Kumar Mallick, Regional Officer, State Pollution Control Board, Regional
Office, Angul & representative of State Pollution Control Board Odisha then invited the
public to present their views about the proposed project on environmental consideration.
The views expressed by various speakers are as follows:

01 | Sri Dinesh Kumar Dehury, Pokatunga village

He expressed that after a long time interval the lIrrigation project for
construction of a Homogenous Earth filling Dam across river Bauli is going to
fulfil by Government of Odisha and for which today public hearing is
happening. It was a long demand of the nearby villagers to have this type of
dam with irrigation project. Many eminent leaders of different villages under
Bantala Block demanded to construct a Dam in this area over River Bauli. The

nearby villagers are completely depending on Paddy cultivation but every year
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they are facing scarcity of rain water and due to drought, their crops could not

| properly harvest. He mentioned that if the Dam project happen in this area and

it leads to increase the ground water level in an around Bantala Block area.
Simultaneously, the farmers can take water from the dam / through lrrigation
canal and farmers will be benefitted for production of different types of crops
throughout the year and also benefiting many households solely dependent on
agriculture. If this project happens, the surrounding villagers can able to get
water for drinking purpose. He added that during summer animals of Satkoshia
Sanctuary could not able to get water drinking. If this project starts, they
definitely the animals of Satkoshia Sanctuary as well as domestic animals will
be benefitted for sufficient drinking water. He expressed his views in support of
the proposed sand mining project.

02

Sri Durga Chandra Pradhan, Sankerjang village

He expressed his happiness towards Irrigation Department for taking necessary
initiative for conducting public hearing in respect to construction of a Dam in
this area. He said that it was a long demanding proposal of nearby villagers and
s0 many previous Sarpanch, Jilla Parisad and Senior citizens were sacrificed
their life for having this type of irrigation project. He mentioned that in Punjab
State only 2 Percentage of area under irrigation. But about 70 percent of all the
world's freshwater withdrawals go towards irrigation uses in Punjab. He
mentioned that in Odisha State only 13 Percentage of area under irrigation, but
in case of Odisha we do not have any such type of infrastructure and till date
Odisha’s cropland under irrigation has not touched 35%. Punjab is top in the
country in terms of land under irrigation, with 98% of its cropland under
irrigation. So, we need this type of Dam with irrigational canal facility. So that it
leads to more irrigation facility in this area. The use of this irrigation water plays
a major role in increasing land productivity. He said that there is another Dam in
the name of Sapua Dam exists in Dhenkanal District which is also famous as a
tourism spot. Similarly, if this Hidising Irrigation Dam happens, it future people
also visit this area as a tourism place. Local villagers will be benefitted in terms
of fishery, more farming and other different ancillary business. People will not
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require to go outside for employment. He expressed that most large-scale
irrigation systems are located in the arid and semi-arid regions of the world, and
water is one of the most limiting factors in increasing agricultural production.
Prospects for finding new water sources in these areas are relatively slim
because most of the surface and groundwater resources have already been
exploited. Thus it is important to find ways to increase agricultural production by
careful evaluation of existing irrigated lands along with proposed Dam project.
This strategy will not only heip to meet future food demands but may also ease
competition with other sectors and help to ensure water availability for nature.
He concluded that better estimates of crop production and actual water
consumption are required, since surface water supplies through irrigation canal
are not only used directly in the field, but also provide a substantial, but
unquantified portion of groundwater recharge. He expressed his views in
support of the proposed sand mining project.

03

Sri Trinath Sahu, Nandapur village

He welcomed the gathering of the public hearing and also welcomed the
proposed irrigation dam project at Hidising. He mentioned that during the
tenure of Collector and District Magistrate Angul Sri Arabindo Padhy, the
villagers of Hidising area submitted a proposal for construction of Hidising Dam
over river Bauli so that nearby villagers will be benefitted in farming, fishery and
in many ways. Accordingly Collector and District Magistrate Angul Sri Arabindo
Padhy visited the Hidising village and assured the villagers to construct one
Dam over river Bauli. He mentioned that by increasing the heat in the
atmosphere, greenhouse gases are responsible for the greenhouse effect,
which ultimately leads to global warming. He added that certain heat-trapping
gases, such as carbon dioxide, are warming the world and that we release
those gases when we burn fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas. But too much
carbon dioxide increases the temperature of the atmosphere. Due to the rise in
temperature; some area facing drought and ice in the polar regions may melt,
causing flocds. So it is harmful to life on earth. Dams have a multi-pronged
impact on biodiversity. This will help groundwater recharge in the surrounding




village area, fisheries, biodiversity and other ecosystem goods and services are
not only important for local livelihoods, but are also an integral measure to cope
with Climate change impacts. Due to Hidising irrigation project Dam. the
ecosystems, the reservoirs of biodiversity, not only provide the biomass, food
and economic sustenance to the local communities, but also play crucial roles
of carbon sequestration, water regime management, soil erosion prevention
and regional ecological balance. Water from the dams can be used for the
irrigation of crops via a network of canals, after suitable treatment, people of
towns and cities get dam water through pipelines, for usage. He finally
concluded that Government of Odisha should start the project as soon as
possible. He expressed his opinion in favour of the project.

04

Sri Saroj Kumar Jena, Brahmapur village

He expressed that Angul is the largest industrial belt in Odisha. Due to
industrialization, air pollution harms the environment by allowing toxins to enter
the water system. From there, these pollutants enter streams and rivers when
rainfalls, harming fish and damaging ecosystems in these environments. Both
short and long term exposure to air pollutants have been associated with health
impacts. So he said that Dam will provide a range of economic, environmental,
and social benefits, including recreation, flood control, water supply,
hydroelectric power, waste management, river navigation, and wildlife habitat.
He added that the place is famous for gorge, which starts from Satkosia. It is an
ideal place for group camping, cruising and viewing a colourful wildlife. The
plantation at the periphery of the reserve not only increases the forest
area, ensuring safe habitats for animals but also provides livelihoods for forest.
Dams can be used to store water, control flooding. This proposed Dam can
help increase agricultural production by controlling the supply of irrigation water
to crops, protect production from climatic risk, help supply of water to the
villagers through pipeline, and reduce the risk of potentially disastrous river
floods. Dam not only suppress floods but also provide water for activities such
as irrigation, human consumption, industrial use, aquaculture, and navigability.
We the villagers as a whole should support the Dam project. During
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construction of Dam there must be required for land acquisition. He requested
to the irrigation Depart to provide adequate land valuation to the land displaced
person. Simultaneously he requested that provision shall be made to supply
irrigation water to the upper catchment area as well as lower catchment area
for proper water distribution through canal. He mentioned that in Derjang village
there is one Dam exist but the lower catchment of the area villagers are not
getting water properly for their cultivation. This should not happen in this area.
Proper distribution of water through canal should be provided so that nearby
villager can able to do better farming. He expressed his opinion in favour of the
project.

05

Sri Niranjan Dehury, Madhupur village

He supported the views expressed by previous speaker and mentioned that
due to this type of irrigation project about 15 Panchayat will be benefitted. He
mentioned that about 10,000 people from different villages put forth their
demands before Collector and District Magistrate to construct one Dam with
irrigation project at Hidising over river Bauli. He expressed his happiness that
after long time the demand in respect to construction of Dam project over river
Bauli is going to happen. The dam reduces the risk of flooding for downstream
communities by releasing water in controlled amounts. Dams also store water
for groundwater recharge. Building dam is one of the most common
approaches to cope with drought and water shortage. The Dam can store water
during wet periods, and then release it during dry periods. They provide water
for a variety of purposes, including home usage, irrigation, and industrial use. It
will improve local environment as well as local biodiversity. He expressed his
views in support of the proposed project.

06

Sri Duryodhan Sahu, Kumurisingha village

He mentioned that Dams serve a vital role in averting flood-related deaths and
property damage. Dams have aided farmers in addressing the issue of crop
watering, resuiting in an increase in agricultural yield and generation of more

oxygen and absorbance of carbon dioxide and other agricultural activities that
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occur as a result of this benefit support various employees. Because of this
advantage, our food delivery networks will improve. Time will come that each
and every people will realize the importance of water. Dams are beneficial in
preventing harmful sedimentation in addition to controlling floods. In reality,
they may be useful in preventing the disposal of hazardous materials and the
consequent pollution of the environment. He expressed his views in support of
the proposed project.

07

Sri Satya Nanda Sahu, Sankerjang village

He welcomed the gathering of the public hearing and also welcomed the
proposed Dam construction project. He supported the views expreséed by
previous speaker. He said that there are many types of fruit bearing trees
available in these village area and local farmers are being supplied fruits to
different places of Odisha like mango, jack fruit, pine apple, guava, berries etc.
This place is very close to Satkoshia Reserve Forest. There are so many types
of animals are there and during summer time water bodies within Forest area
became dried. So animals like elephants and other animals used to come
towards village area in search of food and water and during that time many
types of crops as well as fruit bearing trees are destroyed. He expressed that
since last 50 years it was a demand from 17 Panchayat to have this irrigation
project over river Bauli. He expressed his happiness that after a long time this
project is going to happen. The villagers are always facing problem due to
shortage of rainfall and due to drought and the villagers are not able to yield
proper paddy and other seasonal crops. If this dam happen the local villagers
will be benefitted in many ways. Not only farmers will be benefitted but also
animals like elephant, Tiger, Deer and other animals will drink water properly.
He expressed his opinion in favour of the proposed project.

08

Sri Jitendra Pradhan, Pokatunga village

He expressed that the most important point of air is that it supports the life of all
living beings on Earth, providing them with enough oxygen. During respiration,

a living thing takes in oxygen from the air and gives out carbon dioxide. This




process gives animals and plants the energy to eat, grow, and live life! He said
that if the Hidising Dam happens in this area, about 300 acres of forest land will
submerge but about 7000 acres of land will directly get benefit in terms of crop
production through irrigation facility. Till date local villagers could not able to
grow crop properly due to scarcity of water / non availability of irrigation
infrastructure. If this Dam happens, the local villagers will get water through
irrigation supply and it leads to proper farming by the farmers and adequate
drinking water facility. Animals can able to drink water properly. He said that
local villagers used to go outside Odisha in search of employment and if this
Dam projects happens, local villagers will not require to go outside. They can
able to start different types of agro farming, fisheries etc. Proposed Dam with
irrigation facility leads to positive environment in this area. Finally he expressed
his opinion in favour of the proposed Hidising Dam project. |

09

Sri Jitendra Kumar Dehuty, Madhupur Village

He quoted about the definition of environment that Ehvironment can be defined
as a sum total of all the living and non-living elements and their effects that
influence human life. While all living elements are animals, plants, forests,
fisheries, and birds and non-living elements include water, land, sunlight, and
air. Due to acute scarcity of ground and surface water, local villagers has been
facing so many difficulties. He expressed that construction of Dam with
irrigation facility in this area will lead to more development of surrounding
villages, more employment generation of the area and there will be less
disturbances by animals for damaging of crops as the animals will get drinking
water properly. Dam leads to storage of huge water and benefit of the local
villagers will happen in terms of crop, drinking water and more greeneries which
will lead to generation of abundant oxygen in air and finally improvement of
environment. Expecting better employment opportunity and further
development activities in the periphery, he made a strong opinion in favour of
the proposed Hidising Dam project and requested to the Administration to issue
Environmental Clearance against the proposed project.




10

Sri Arjun Nayak, Madhupur Village

He expressed his happiness about the proposed Hidising Dam project. He
méntioned that earlier his forefathers were facing so many hurdles to grow
crops and drinking water. There was less rainfall in this area and villagers did
not able to grow crops properly. During summer season most of the water
bodies became dried condition and affects ground water level. He said that
villagers were facing drinking water scarcity amid borewells going dry. The
villagers have to go to distant 4p|aces to fetch water, he added. The village wells
have dried up and drinking water supply is erratic, he added. He told that if
Hidising Dam projects start immediately, then water supplied as
irrigation allows for more crop production in this 4 Panchayat area. It is
presumed that irrigated agriculture is, on average, at least twice as productive
per unit of land as rain fed agriculture, thereby allowing for more production
intensification and crop diversification. He further added that the existence of
life on earth is because of the presence of resources such as air, water and soil,
and their interactions. Without these three resources, we cannot exist. He
mentioned that weapons and military materiel used during conflicts also leave
environmental legacies. Weapons spew toxic gases and particulates into the air
and leak heavy metals into soil and water. It also increases atmospheric
temperature. To save these issues we need Dam and it leads to more crop
production in this area. Water is essential for environment. Conserving the
Environment would certainly improve the health of people. Most noteworthy,
saving Environment would reduce many diseases. Finally he requested to the
Administration to issue Environmental Clearance against the proposed project.

11

Sri Janardan Sahu, Jagannathpur Village

He expressed that due to dam project definitely, there are about 15 to 17
Panchayat will get benefit in many ways includihg horﬁe_ usage, irrigation, and
industrial use. It will improve local environment as Well as local biodiversity.
Simultaneously he pointed out that during construction of proposed Dam
project the existing main approach village road connecting from Bantala to
Tikarpada may disrupt.. So, he demanded that a separate road for connecting
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the areas and maintaining smooth flow of traffic, the construction of new and

developed roads shall be considered.

At the same time villagers submitted their written statements before the panel members
are enclosed separately.

Observation:

ConStructidn of Dam, irrigational channel, generation of local employment opportunity,
supply of Dam water through irrigation cannel, construction of alternate road form
communication and aforestation etc. were the most important issues emerged during
the discussion. |

Dr. Anup Kumar Mallick, Regional Officer, State Pollution Control Board, Angul &
representative of State Pollution Control Board, Odisha, prepared the summary of the
public hearing proceedings accurately reflecting the views and concerns expressed by
the speakers with the inclusion of comments of the applicant read over to the audience
at the end of the meeting explaining the contents in the ODIA Language and the agreed
minutes of public hearing meeting was prepared. The statement of issues and concerns
of public with the comments of applicant, prepared in Odia and English language is
annexed herewith separately.

The President of Public Hearing meeting Sri Santosh Kumar Pradhan, Additional District
‘Magistrate (Revenue), Angul District, ratified the minutes of meeting and with the views
and demands of public. He then delivered vote of thanks to the public for extending co-
operation in smooth conducting of the public hearing proceedings.

The meeting was ended with thanks to the chair.
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Dr. Anup Kumar Mallick, Sri Santosh Kumar Pradhan, OAS (S),
Regional Officer, Additional District Magistrate (Revenue),
State Pollution Control Board, Angul Angul
(Representative of State Pollution (Representative of Collector & District
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STATEMENT OF ISSUES RAISED BY PUBLIC AND COMMENTS DURING THE PUBLIC HEARING
MEETING CONDUCTED ON 07.09.2022 AT 11 AM NEAR MAA BUDHI THAKURANI PITHA,
KARADASING IN THE DISTRICT OF ANGUL IN RESPECT OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
OF WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, GOVT. OF ODISHA FOR HIDSING IRRIGATION
PROJECT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A HOMOGENOUS EARTH FILLING DAM ACROSS RIVER
BAULI WITH CULTIVABLE COMMAND AREA OF 2958 HA. AT VILLAGE KARADASING UNDER

ANGUL TAHASIL OF ANGUL DISTRICT

ISSUES RAISED BY PUBLIC

COMMENT OF APPLICANT

The issues raised at the public hearing
meeting are mainly construction of Dam
with irrigation on network activity and issues
relating to development of the area i.e,
peripheral development.

The issues are

1. Llocal employment opportunity.

2. Construction of alternate new and
developed roads connecting from
Bantala to Tikarpada village Provision
for supply of water through irrigation
canal for cultivation of different
crops/farming.

Afroestation programme
4. Supply of water to nearby all
Panchayat for drinking purpose.

w

Sri Kiran Kumar Panda, Superintending
Engineer, Angul Investigation Division, Angul,
on behalf of the Hidising Irrigation project
was present at the public hearing gave his
comments to certain demands raised by
public as follows.

1. Regarding employment issue he
expressed that the locals will be
given priority in employment during
Dam construction period.

2. He assured that separate road will be
constructed for proper
communication with nearby villagers.
To keep the village road in good
condition, infrastructure facilities will
be provided by the District
Administration.

3. Plantation programme will be carried
out in due course of time.

4. Other demands will be considered
after consultation with local village
committee member and District
Adminisggtion‘

Tords,

Kinon Kaman

Sri Kiran Kumar Panda, Superintending Engineer,

Angul Investigation Division,Angul
Hidising Irrigation Project

At/Po- Hidising

Dist- Angul
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No_ 13332/ IND-iI-PH-1010 Date : 30.07.2022

NOTICE

| tis brought to the notice of all concerned that Water Resources Departmeént, Govt.
of Odisha has proposed to have Environmental Assessment for Hidising lrrigation
Project for construction of a Homogenous Earth Filling Dam acmsé'twer Ldnth
withi CCA of 2958 ha. at village Karadasing in the District of Anglil District to
‘|- 6btain Environmental Clearance from Ministry of Environment, Forest 4figh Climate
Change, Govt. of India. The proponent has applied.-to the State Pollution Control

Board, Odisha; Bhubaneswar for a Public Héaring.
By virtue of Mmlstry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change, Government of Indna
Notificatiori NG., 5. ©. 1533 (E) Dtd. 14.09.2008, the Board has been authorized ta
conduct erivifohrhental public hearing and as such invites suggestions, views,
commenits arid (:g)echons on matters relating to environmental aspects of the proposed
project from afl the persons including bonafide residents, environmentat gréups and
others located at the proposed site/sites of dlsplacement/snes hkely 1o be affected.
For the above purpose, a person will only m&sr.
A. Any person-who is likely to be affected by thé grant of Environmental Clearance
B. Any persoh who owns his control over the pijeCt with respect to whrch an
application Has been submitted for env.ror‘rgnental clearance.
C. Any as@ocnahon ‘of persons whether incorporated or likely to be affected by the
’ prOject’and . or functioning in the field of enylronment
D. Any lacal authority within any part of whose local fimits is within the nelghborhood
wherem the project is proposed to be located. .
Person’ as above who desire to submit their views, comments ob)ectlons etc. relevant
to the project, may do'so in writing within 30 days from the date of publication of this
| notice'addressing the same to the Member Secretary; State Pollution-Control Board,
“Odisha through Reglstered ‘Post. Besides this, persons interested to submit their
views relevant to'the proposed project in writing or orally may also do so during the
public hearing to be conducted on 07-09-2022 at 11 00 A M at Maa Budhi Thakurani
Pitha, Karadasingh in Angul district.
Persons desirous of patticipating in. the public hearing may go through the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA)Environmental Managemient Plan (EMP) of the said project
which will be ayaxlable at the followmg offices. Copy of the Executive Summary both
in English & Odia is also availablé in the following offices & the same can aiso be
downloaded from the website www.ospcboard.org free of cost.
1. District Collector 's Office, Angul.
2. District lndqstrlgs Center, Angul. -
'3. In the office of the Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Parishad, Angul.
4

. In the Head office of the State Pollution Control Boérd, Odisha, Parivesh Bhawan,
- AJ118, Nilakanthanagar, Unit -VIll, Bhubaneswar -12.

5. Regional Office, State Pollution Control Board, Odisha, Angul.
6. Department of Forest & Environment (Environment), Govt. of Odisha, Bhubaneswar

For an§7 further clanﬁcatlon in the matter, the Regional Officer, State Pollutlon
Control Board, Angul or the Member Secreétary, State Pollutlon Control Board,
| Odisha at Bhubane5war may be contacted
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