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‘ PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR KHANJAMAHAL STONE QUARRIES UNDER

CLUSTER (61 QUARRIES } PROPOSED BY TAHASILDAR, SORO OVER AN AREA OF 98.94 Ha
(BEARING KHATA MNO.144 AND PLOT NO.161,165,164,318,168,167,166, 287, 264, 265 &2463)
IN VILLAGE KHANJAMAHAL AND MAHUMUHAN UNDER SORO TAHASIL OF BALASORE
DISTRICT HELD ON 11.12.2023 AT 11.00 AM IN THE PREMISES OF GP OFFICE OF
MAHUMUHAN UNDER SORO TEHSIL, DISTRICT BALASORE '

The public hearing in respect of the above project was held on 11.12.2023 as per
scheduled time and venue in accordance with the EIA Notification S. O. 1533 {E) dt.
14.09.2006. The public hearing with regards o date, place and time was published in
Daily News Paper on dated 09.11.2023 and was also announced through Public
Address System in surounding villages of proposed project site on dated 09.12.2023. The
process followed for public hearing was adequate.

The panel consisted the following members:

1. Smt. Priyadarshinee Mallick, Addl. District Magistrate, Balasore
2. Er. Manmohan Murmu, Regional Officer, Siale Poliution Conirol Board, Qdishq,
Balasocre

Smt. Priyadarshinee Mallick, Addl. District Magistrate, Balasore supervised and
presided over the Public Heating process and was assisted by Er. Manmohan Murmu,
Regional Officer, State Pollution Confirol Board, Odisha, Balasore the representative of
State Pollution Control Board, Odisha, Bhubaneswar.

At the outset, welcoming the members and the public participated in public
hearing, Er. Manmohan Murmu, Regional Officer, State Poliution Control Board, Balasore
gave brief infroduction about the objectives, process & procedures followed for the
public hearing in light of EHHA Nofification, 2006 and amendment thereof in respect of
Khanjamahal Stone Quarry at Khanjamahal & Mahumuhan village under Soro Tahasil in
Balasore district.

Welcoming the public, Smt. Mallick, Addl. District Magistrate, Balasore welcomed
the public and explained that the vicws, comments, objections and opinions of the
public are necessary while considering the environmental clearance of the project. She
asked the project proponent to make a brief presentation before the public gathered
in the meeting about various aspects of the proposed project to be undertaken for
better awareness of the public.

Sri Ashwani Kumar Naik, Tahasildar, Soro briefed about the proposed project and
importance for protection of local environment and Sri Binay Kumar Swain, Consultant
for Kahanjamahal Stone Quarries explained detail about the proposed stone quanies
and briefed about the pollution control measures to be adopted in the project.

Smt. Mallick, Addl. District Magistrate, Balasore requested the public to give their

views, comments, objections and opinions on the proposed project. The views
expressed by the speakers on the proposed project are as follows.
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Sri Akhilaram Jena, President, Jiban Jibika Samitee, Khanjamahal, Soro, Balasore

S Jena infruding himself brought the knowledge of the disirict administration that
many poor people are living in that area. Odisha Government has not established
any industry in the area for which people have no alternative livelihood except
stone quany related activity in Khanjamahal Quarry. He highlighted that people of
the area not only excavate stone from the quamy but also have role in
development in coastal area also. He informed that when tenter will be floated
anybody from Odisha can participate for the auction and people of the area will
not be benefitted. Hence, he insisted to keep 40% of the quarry reserved for the
local people. He suggested the loading of the trucks/dumper to be resfricted to
18-20 MT keeping camrying capacity of the Khanjamahal Bagudi RD Road and
Bagudi to Soro PWD road. He said that covering of vehicle with tarpaulin and
speed limit of 20 kmph as decided earlier in a meeting at Soro Police Station shall
be strictly followed. He suggested the Soro-Bagudi road to expanded o 2 lane
road. All the officials present af the public hearing must have realised the bad-
condition of the Soro-Bagudi road. He requested the Siate Government through
Addl. District Magistrate sought of issue on priority basis and complete the Soro-
Bagudi road with 2 lanes expeditiously. He expressed that money collected under
DMF has not been utilized in their area fully and remarkable development has not
been done in the area. He requested for adequate plantation and sapling
distribution for protection of environment of the area. He requested the
adminisiration o keep vigil keeping public interest as due o some vested interest
people all the vehicles’ owners are blamed. He urged the Khanjamahal Quarry to
be operated fill industry are established in the area and livelihood of poor people
is not protected. At last, he thanked the chair and gathering and concluded his
speech.

Sri Smruti Ranjan Mahanty, President, Soro Truck Association, Soro

Sri Mohanty put following demand before the District Administration for
consideratfion.

1. Local employment should not be affected

2. The demanded the owners of stone quarries to plant frees and develop
vegetation to prevent flying of the dust during operation of quany, excavation
and plying of vehicles

3. He instructed the Association to be careful while loading as per load carrying
capacity of the road and requested the District Adminisiration to be alert in
the matter

4. He suggested 30% proposed quarry to be given to local people because if big

industries take control of the quany, then local people will be affected and

there will be threat to livelihood of the people as the areq is Adivasi dominant

area and they depend their livelihood upon manual stone breaking. He also

suggested 30% quarry operation should be carried out manually instead of

mechanical method for protection of bread and butter of the local poor

people

Mining activity should be undertcken keeping peripheral development such as

Hospital, Educational Institute &Communication in the area. He aiso suggested
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the district administration to give importance to Health and Drinking Water
facility in the area as it belong to stone quany area. He also demanded
establishment of upgraded health care facility for the projected affected
people and requested DMF utilisation should be done in project affected area.
He further insisted the administration to focus on environment protection and
prevention of associated problems of stone quanying

3. Sri Chakradhara Giri, Mahumuhan, Soro, Balasore

Sri Giri welcoming the chair placed following demand during his speech

1. 1 /3rd of the proposed and operating quamry should be reserved for local
people and affected people should be given opportunity for parficipating in
auction .

2. There shall not be disturbance of local employment

3. Fugitive dust emitted during quanry activity and plying of vehicle on the réad
should be mitigated

4. Vehicle movement should be regulated as per load camying capacity of the
road

5. Care should be taken to prevenl damage of local infrastructure due to

operation of stone quarries

The driling and blasting should be carried out in conirolled manner.

At least one quamny should be operated following manual mining method for

earning of the local workers and nurturing their family

8. There shall be peripheral development in health, education, drinking water

- and communication -
9. DMF should be utilised in project affected area
10. He demanded dedication towards fulfiiment of the above demand

Nos

Sri BidyadharaSahu, Mahumuhan, Soro, Balasore

Sri Sahu informed that § nos. of Advasi villages exist at the foothill of Khanjamahal-
MahumuhulHill at the distance of 300 meter and other 3 nos. of village in the
nearby area. He highlighted the damages caused due to blasting in the quany.
He also informed that the local people are facing headlth issues due emission
generated from plastic and there is also causality for this blasting. He enquired
where about of DMF utilisation. He informed that there is scarcity of doctor in the
area and he expressed his anguishes where people will for treatment in case of
injury due to quamy activity. He demanded health and wellness of the local
people.

Sri RajeshMohapatra, Manahi, Soro, Balasore

Sri Mohapatra infroducing himself greeted the chair and the gathering. He
expressed recalling his childhood memory that how stone from the area is utilised
in the development work not only in neighbouring 3 district but also in whole state
of Odisha. He informed that from the worker/labourer to vehicle owner all
depends upon stone quarry for their livelhood. He urged the people to be careful
about poilution or any other harm happening in the area. He reguested the
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government to operate the stone quany to safeguard they earning and livelihood
and develcpmeni of the road.

Sri Achyuta Nanda Jena, Representative of Sarpanch, Bagudi, Soro, Balasore

Sri Jena read out the demand of local people during his speech which is
reproduced as follows. He highlighted 30% population of the area’s poor people
are working since last 70 years in the slone quany for their livelihood and
maintenance of their families which and this activity is being practiced from
generation o generation. In this juncture he enquired feasibility of giving lease to
wealthy people.

1. He placed demand of the inhabitant of the area that 40% lessee should be
preferably given to local people.

2. 2 to 3 out of the total quarries to be kepl under supervision of Tahasildar

-instead of including in Mining Acl. Arrangement should be made so that the
Tahasildar can lease out these 2 to 3 quanies to the manual sfone breaker.

3. He demanded to protect environment and control pollution through road
side plantation and greenbelt development in the forest and bamen land
through sociatl foresiry.

4. He requested development of school, hospital, communily centre and
drinking water facility and to give importance of health service through
Social Responsibility apprehending arise of disease and accident like health
issues due to large quarmy aclive area.

He concluded his speech with hope from the concerned department towards
fulfilment of the above valid demand.

Sri Basant Kumar Nayak, Manatri, Soro, Balasore

Sri Nayak welcomed the chair and the public. He informed that some quarries
were in operation earlier but due to some issues there is difficulty in lease out of the
quarries for which 61 quarries could not have been leased out. He said that
Mahumuhan Panchayat is Adivasi area and poor people of the area are
depending on stone quany since long. He requested the administration to
facilitate operation of the sfone quarny so that people will get job. He demanded
engagement of local people in the quarnry. He requested fo administration fo take
action towards mitigation of fugitive dust generation due to mining activity and
plying of vehicles. He also hi-ighted the need of plying vehicle on road as per
load canying capacity. He expressed demand of the local people about manual
mining in the quarries to create employment opportunity. He also requested for
peripheral development and utilisation of DMF in the area in welfare activity. He
emphasised the environment protection for wellness.

Sri Anadi Samal, Sarpanch, Singa Khunta, Soro, Balasore
Sri Samal greeted the public and the exploined his childhood situation in that area

and compared his panchayat area with the Mahumuhan area. He expressed
that, other three Panchayat follow the development of Mahumbhuan panchayai
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and informed that, adivasipeople were breaking stone in the hill during his
childhood period hood getting livefhood. He further informed that, development
of Mahaumuhan panchayat has not been happened at par with other areas of
Qdisha. He again informed that due to use of machine in sfone quarry for more
production, earning of the retailer of 03 GP has increased and truck owners are
also benefitted. He further expressed that Govi. has also done something for the
poor people and explained about the benefit in his Panchayat area such as
ambulance facility. So, he is not in favour of stop the operation of stone quarry as
stone quarying is the only income source of the people of the area. He lastly
requested o Sub- Collector for generation of income for poor pe'{)pl:e and their
betterment in life. I

9.  Sri Debendra Kumar Pradhan, Gopalpur, Mahumuhan,Soro, Balasore

Sri Pradhan  welcoming the chair told the importance of air, water and soil. He
explained how environment get polluted giving example of Delhi air pollution and - -
urged the prevention of poliution in the area. He explained about the
environment and pollution. He also expressed the dispersion of stone dust of quany
fo nearby agriculture land and Khanjamahal should not be pollution like Delhi
environment. He informed that, blaslting creating ariificial earthquake and
creating crack in the wall and collapsed the hard eamed buill house. He
suggested for use of DMF in the local areq, so that local people will be get
benefitted. He also suggested for review of the rules framed for stone quarny, so
that deviation can be assessed. He further suggested for think for the poor adivasi
who are in search of livelhood and establishment of residential school for the
children of such people. He also expressed that, his agriculture land is infertile due
to deposition of stone during blasting and requested to take good steps for
welfare of this area. He explained circular economy by giving example of flow of
water in water cycle. He requested to inform the public at least two times in a year
by reviewing the situation in the area.

10. Sri KamalaKanta Sahoo, Mahumuhan, Soro, Balasore
Sri Sahoo did not delivered his views or opinion.

In the public hearing meeting 10 persons registered their name to deliver speech.
Out of the 10 registered 09 came up and gave their speech one after another. The
panel has also received 05 nos. of written representations during the hearing. Smt.
Mallick, ADM, Balasore asked the project proponent to present their comments to the
public with respect to the demand, issues and concerns raised by the public in the
public hearing meeting. S Kunal Motiram Chavan, Sub Collector, Balasore explained
the local issues with respect to communication and local employment. He also
addressed to resolve the problems by co-operation of the local people. S Ashwani
Kumar Naik, Tahasildar, . Soro  pointed out important issues raised by the public in the
hearing and responded to resolve the issues raised for stone quarries in consultation
with district administration.
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The statement of issues, demand and concerns of the public with comments of
the applicant are prepared in English and Odia languages and annexed herewith
separately.

The Regional Officer, SPCB, Balasore conveyed vote of thanks to the participants
present in the hearing for offering their views, suggestions and objections. The public
hearing meeting ended with declaration by the Chair.
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Er. Manmohan Murmu Smt. Priyadarshinee Mallick
Regional Officer, Balasore Addl. Dishict Magisirate, Balasore, Odisha
State Pollution Confirol Board, Odisha (Presided and supervised the Public Hearing
(Assisted as representatiive of the State meeting)

Pollution Conirof Board, Odisha}
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STATEMENT OF ISSUES RAISED BY THE PUBLIC AND COMMENTS OF THE PROPONENT
IN THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR KHANJAMAHAL STONE QUARRIES UNDER CLUSTER (61
QUARRIES ) PROPOSED BY TAHASILDAR, SORO OVER AN AREA OF 98.94 Ha
(BEARING KHATA NO.144, PLOT NO.161,165,164,318,188,167,166, 287, 264, 265 &
243) IN VILLAGE KHANJAMAHAL AND MAHUMUHAN UNDER SORO TAHASIL OF
BALASORE DISTRICT HELD ON 11.12.2023 AT 11.00 AM IN THE PREMISES OF GP
OFFICE OF MAHUMUHAN UNDER SORO TEHSIL, DISTRICT BALASORE.

Sl
No.

Issues raised by the public in
Hearing

Response of the Project Proponent

i
}

Environmental Issues

]

Control of flying dust during
operation of Stone quanies and
transportation.

Project proponent informed  that,
adequate steps will be taken
mitigation of flying dust generated in stone
quarries and during transportation and
further action will be taken as per EIA/EMP

report.

Plantation in Stone Quarry areas,
Road side and Government
Forest land for control of flying
dust.

The project proponent stated that,
plantation will be done as envisaged in
EIA/EMP report.

Peripheral developmental Issues

Construction of 2 lane PWD road
from Soro to Bagudi.

Project proponent informed that,
concerned department will take steps in
this matter.

Utilization of DMF in the local
area for developmental work.

Project proponent informed that, after
discussion with higher Officers utilization of
DMEF wiill be considered.

Development of Hospital,
School, Drinking water facility &
road Communication.

Project proponent informed that, after
discussion with higher Officers decision will
be taken in this matter.

iv Development of road condition | Project proponent informed that, tender
from Soro to Bagudi. for improvement of road condition from
Soro to Bagudi is under process.
v Other Issues

Reserve for 30 % to 40 % of Stone
quarry out of proposed stone
quarry for local people.

Project proponent informed that, after
discussion with higher Officers decision will
be taken in this matter.

Employment of local labour in
the Stone Quarries. '

Project proponent informed that, 1348
people will be directly and 100 people will
be indirectly employed during the plan
period.
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ii. | Movement of Heavy vehicles as
per carrying capacity of road
and for Control of Speed.

Project  proponent  informed, that
concerned depariment will take action in
this matter.

iv. | Blasting in quarries affecting the
health of people, damaging
nearby houses and losing ferility
of nearby agriculiure lands by
deposition of stone splinters.

Project proponent informed that, due
attention will be given for such
abnormdlity and drilling and blasting will
be caried out following all safety norms
envisaged in the EIA/EMP report.

b

Er Manmohan Murmvu
Regional Officer, Balasore
State Pollution Control Board, Odisha
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Smi. Privadarsihnee Maillick
Additional Dishiict Magisirate, Balasore
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