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State Pollution Control Board, Odisha observed the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 7" September, 2025 with a
theme “Racing for Air” in collaboration with the many stakeholders in seven non-attainment cities viz. Angul, Balasore, Bhubaneswar,
Cuttack, Kalinga Nagar, Rourkela, and Talcher.

A total of 16 events were conducted including a bi-cycle rally, walkathon, plantation, technical presentation, quiz, painting, hackathon,

and research poster making competition across the seven non-attainment cities of Odisha.

More than 3000 participants were presented in this programme and around 2000 nos. of plants were planted in different locations. As
per the mission LIFE mandate, all the participants have taken the mission LiFE pledge.
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Introduction

Clean air is important for the health and day-to-day lives of people, while air pollution is the single greatest environmental risk to
human health and one of the main avoidable causes of death and disease globally. According to the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), air pollution is the world’s biggest environmental killer. Data from the World Health Organization (WHO)
indicates that air pollution is responsible for around seven million premature deaths each year through diseases such as lung cancer,
acute respiratory infections and heart disease. In addition, air pollution disproportionately affects women, children and older persons.
Air pollution doesn’t only affect human health, it also negatively impacts the climate, economic growth and natural environment. Air
pollution decreases the oxygen supply in our oceans, making it harder for plants to grow and as such, contributes to climate change.

In order to raise awareness and mobilise efforts against air pollution, the Second Committee of the 74™ session of the United
Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted a resolution on November 26, 2019, designating 7™ September as the “International Day of
Clean Air for Blue Skies”. The resolution stresses the importance of global awareness of air pollution and the need for robust actions to
improve air quality. The day also highlights the negative impact of air pollution on human health, socio-economy, and work productivity.

Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), New Delhi and Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) have
decided to observe the International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in all the 130 non-attainment cities in India. Accordingly, the Forest,
Environment and Climate Change Department (FE&CC), Govt. of Odisha and Odisha State Pollution Control Board (OSPCB) are
organizing events in seven non-attainment cities of Odisha to raise the awareness of all stakeholders and general public to combat air

pollution at large.




Since 2020, the international community has been celebrating International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies with a different theme

selected for each year as given below.

e 2020 Clean Air for All

e 2021 Healthy Air, Healthy Planet
e 2022 The Air We Share

e 2023 Together for Clean Air

* 2024 Invest in #CleanAirNow

e 2025 Racing for Air

The International Day of Clean Air for blue skies aims to build a global community of action that encourages countries to work together
to tackle air pollution to ensure that we can protect our ecosystems.

It’s time to race against air pollution action, build multistakeholder partnerships, and embrace our shared responsibility to address air
pollution.

The 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies-2025 will emphasise the need to accelerate solutions and collective action to deliver
clean air for all.

This year’s campaign links clean air to sport, performance, endurance, and equity - highlighting the urgency of action while shifting the
narrative from problems to solutions.

We're Racing for Clean Air. By tackling air pollution proactively, we can achieve transformative change
and secure healthy air for all.



Celebration at SPCB, Bhubaneswar

State Pollution Control Board, Odisha has observed the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 7™ September, 2025
in collaboration with the Centre for Environmental Studies (CES), FE&CC Department, Govt. of Odisha. In this event, Sri Satyabrata
Sahu, IAS, Addl. Chief Secretary, FE&CC Department, Sri Prem Kumar Jha, IFS, PCCF (WL) & CWLW, Smt. Uma Nanduri, IFS, Member
Secretary, SPCB, Dr. Nihar Ranjan Sahoo, CEE, Er. Bijaya Kumar Behera, CEE, Er. Sitikantha Sahu, ACEE, Dr. Sohan Giri, ACES-Cum-
RO, Bhubaneswar, Er. Dillip Kumar Dash, SEE, along with Board officials and the NCAP team, school students, local communities, and
other dignitaries participated in the event and highlighted the theme “Racing for Air”. A bi-cycle rally was organised as part of this event.
The main objective of this bi-cycle rally is to sensitise people to adopt environment-friendly lifestyles to reduce air pollution. A total of
400 participants including OSPCB officials, school students, and public people participated in this programme. T-shirts and caps were
also distributed during the rally. The rally covers about 5 km, starting from Forest Park and ending at the Head Office at Nilakantha
Nagar, via Airport Square, Siripur Square, and Paika Nagar. During the cycling, sensitising slogans on air pollution control were
displayed using banners and placards, for information of the public. As per the mission LiFE mandate, all the participants have taken

the mission LiFE pledge.
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The seven non-attainment cities viz. Angul, Balasore, Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Kalinga Nagar, Rourkela, and Talcher also observed
the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies-2025 in their jurisdiction.

Angul

Angul Municipality has celebrated the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 7" September, 2025, in collaboration
with the Regional Office, SPCB, Angul. Sri Akshaya Kumar Samant, Chairman, Angul Municipality, Sri Ghanashyam Tripathy, Junior
Engineer-Cum-NCAP Nodal officer, Angul Municipality, Dr. Prafulla Kumar Behera, Asst. Env. Scientist, SPCB, were presented at this
event. The event was inaugurated with a plantation drive in Dhoba bandha location (ward no,- 20) under “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam”
followed by an awareness programme. In this awareness programme, Dr. Prafulla Kumar Behera highlighted the present air quality
status and its health impact in and around the Angul area and sensitised all to improve air quality. A total of 50 participants including
SPCB officials, Angul Municipality officials and public people participated in this programme, and all have taken the mission LiFE
pledge

Observation of the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Angul



Regional Office, SPCB, Angul has celebrated the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 7" September, 2025, at
Guranga Village in collaboration with the Nature Environment and Wildlife Society. Dr. Prafulla Kumar Behera, AES, RO, SPCB and Sri
Sanjaya Kumar Bhoi, AES, RO, SPCB were presented at this event. The event was inaugurated with a plantation drive in Guranga
Village, Angul, under “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” followed by an awareness programme. In this awareness programme, Dr. Prafulla Kumar
Behera highlighted the present air quality status and its health impact in and around the Angul area and sensitised all to improve air
quality. The aim of this program is to encourage the public to adopt eco-friendly actions, such as shifting to renewable energy, using
public transport, and improving solid waste management. A total of 50 participants presented in this programme, and all have taken the
mission LiFE pledge. An awareness programme-cum plantation drive was organised at M/s. Tata Steel, Meramandali, in association
with RO, SPCB, Angul, on 05.09.2025, on the eve of International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies. Around 30 employees of the M/s. Tata
Steel Meramandali participated in the awareness event. On the eve of International Day of Clean Air Blue Skies- 2025, a plantation
programme was also organised at M/s. Jindal Steel & Power Ltd., in association with the Regional Office, SPCB, Angul, on 05.09.2025.
Around 20 nos. of fruit bearing saplings were planted.

Observation of the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Angul



Balasore

Regional Office, State Pollution Control Board, Balasore, celebrated the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 7™
September, 2025, with the partnership and collaboration of the Balasore Municipality. This day is dedicated to raising awareness about
air quality and environmental health. Sri Sudhakar Naik, ADM, Balasore, Sri Manmohan Murmu, Regional Officer, SPCB, Dr. Dhanesh
Kumar, Asst. Env. Scientist, SPCB, Sri Bismith Beura, Sanitation Expert, Balasore Municipality, joined to celebrate International Day of
Clean Air for Blue Skies and briefed on the contents as background of the event, purpose of awareness, current challenges to this Region
& ongoing activities to resolve issues. The aim of this program is to promote environmental sustainability and improve air quality
through the promotion of mass awareness among industry professionals. The objective of this program is to increase green cover in the
Balasore area, which will improve air quality and increase awareness of the significance of trees in addressing climate change. The
initiative not only benefits clean air but it also boosts biodiversity and creates green spaces for future generations. A total of 100
participants, including Emami Industry employees, participated in this program, and all of them have taken the mission LiFE pledge.
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Observation of the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Balasore



Bhubaneswar

Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation has observed the 6™ International Day of Clean Air Blue Skies on 8" September 2025. In
this event Hon'ble Mayor Smt Sulochana Das, Commissioner Mr. Chanchal Rana, Standing Committee Chairman Mr. Biranchinarayan
Mahasupkar, Corporator Smt. Namita Mohapatra, Additional Commissioner Mr. Kailash Chandra Das and Team BMC participated.
Mass cleaning along with community awareness was done in BMC's ward 58. BMC is committed towards making Bhubaneswar clean &
green with community participation. Along with roadside cleaning, management of construction and debris waste, cleaning of bushes
etc, were done. Mayor and the Commissioner met the citizens of Chili Pohari slum and discussed about the cleanliness and related
matters. Door to door campaign is also going on by BMC for the separation of domestic waste. Students & teachers visited the Wealth
Centres at Pokhariput, Basuaghai & TTS to learn about decentralized solid waste management & sustainable practices. The visit raised
awareness on source segregation, recycling & eco-friendly living regarding the Zero Waste initiative in school.
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Observation of the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Bhubaneswar


https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/bhubaneswar/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/communityparticipation/

Cuttack

Regional Office, State Pollution Control Board, Cuttack, observed the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on the 6™
and 8™ September 2025 in coordination with Cuttack Municipal Corporation (CMC). The two-day event was hosted at Sovaniya
Sikshyashram in Bidanasi, Cuttack, and featured a series of activities designed to raise awareness and inspire action. The programme
commenced with a plantation drive under “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam”, by students, SPCB, and municipal officials. To further engage the
youth, CMC organised essay writing, debate, and drawing competitions, encouraging students. The event was graced by the presence of
several dignitaries, including the Er. Rashmita Priyadarsini, RO, Cuttack, the Environmental Officer from IMPHA Cuttack, the local
Corporator, and the Junior Engineer of CMC. Through this initiative, CMC reaffirmed its commitment to building a healthier and more
sustainable city. The programme successfully fostered awareness among citizens, especially the younger generation, about the critical
role clean air plays in public health and environmental well-being.

Observation of the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Cuttack



Kalinga Nagar

Vyasanagar Municipality celebrated the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 7" September, 2025, in collaboration
with Regional Office, State Pollution Control Board, Kalinga Nagar & Vyasanagar Autonomous College. A bi-cycle rally was held as part
of this event. The main objective of this bi-cycle rally is to sensitise people to adopt environment-friendly lifestyles to reduce air
pollution. A total of 200 participants including OSPCB officials, college students, and public people participated in this programme. T-
shirts and caps were also distributed during the rally. The rally covers about 5 km, starting from Vyasanagar Autonomous College and
ending at the Municipality office. Sensitising slogans on air pollution control were displayed using banners and placards, for information
of the public. As per the mission LiFE mandate, all the participants have taken the mission LiFE pledge.
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Observation of the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Kalinga Nagar
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Glimpse of Campaign Activities in Non-attainment Cities

Regional Office, SPCB, Kalinga Nagar celebrated the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 9" September, 2025 in
coordination with District Administration and District Environment Society at Dhabalagiri High School, Kalinga Nagar. The event was
inaugurated with a plantation drive under “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” followed by an awareness programme. An essay, quiz and drawing
competition were held among school children along with a plantation drive. This day is a dedicated occasion to raise awareness about air
quality and environmental health. Sri Sapan Kumar Nanda, ADM, Kalinga Nagar, Er. Madan Mohan Sahoo, RO, SPCB, Kalinga Nagar,
and Sri Himanshu Shekhar Sahu, AES, SPCB, Kalinga Nagar present at this event. Er. Madan Mohan Sahoo, RO, SPCB, briefed the
contents on the background of the event, the purpose of awareness, current challenges in this region, and ongoing activities to resolve
issues. A total of 100 participants, including OSPCB officials and school students, participated in this programme. Prizes and certificates
are distributed among the students, and the Mission LiFE pledge has been taken as well.

Byasanagar, Odisha, India &=
X464+cdv, Byasanagar, Odisha 755019, India

Observation of the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Kalinga Nagar
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Regional Office, SPCB, Kalinga Nagar organised an awareness workshop/seminar on air pollution control on the eve of 6™
International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 12" September, 2025 as “No Tolerance Week for Air Pollution” at N. C. (Auto) College,
Jajpur. Er. Madan Mohan Sahoo, RO, SPCB, Kalinga Nagar, Dr. R. K. Behera, Principal, N. C. (Auto) College, Sri Himanshu Shekhar
Sahu, AES, SPCB, Kalinga Nagar, Dr. Boopathy R, Pr. Scientist, CSIR-IMMT, Sri Gyanaranjan Bhanja, RA, SPCB present at this event.
Er. Madan Mohan Sahoo, RO, SPCB, briefed the contents on the background of the event, the purpose of awareness, current challenges
in this region, and ongoing activities to resolve issues. Dr. Boopathy R, also briefed about global air quality and air pollution control. A
total of 100 participants, including OSPCB officials and college students, participated in this programme. Prizes and certificates are
distributed among the students, and the Mission LiFE pledge has been taken as well.
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Rourkela

Regional Office, SPCB, Rourkela observed the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies-2025 in coordination with Rourkela
Municipal Corporation (RMC) and National Institute of Technology Rourkela at the TIIR Auditorium, NITR. Dr Subhankar Mohapatra,
IAS, Collector and DM, Sundargarh, Dr. Anup Kumar Mallick, Addl. Chief Env. Scientist-Cum-RO, SPCB, Prof. K. Umamaheshwar Rao,
Director, NIT Rourkela, Prof. H. B. Sahu, Dean, NIT Rourkela, Ms. Pallavi Nayak, Joint Commissioner, RMC, Executive Director
(Mines) Rourkela Steel Plant, Sanjeev Pal, Tata Steel, Business Unit Head, NSPCL, and YMCA were presented in this programme. A
case study, quiz, painting hackathon, and research poster making competition have been organised to celebrate this event. During the
event, school and college students were also felicitated for taking part in competitions and campaign-related activities. A total of 200
participants, including SPCB officials, RMC officials, RSP officials, NIT Rourkela officials, school students, and public people
participated in this programme, and all have taken the mission LiFE pledge.
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Observation of the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Rourkela



Talcher

Talcher Municipality has celebrated the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 7" September, 2025. Dr. Pradeep
Kumar Saha, Executive Officer-Cum-NCAP Nodal officer, Talcher Municipality, and Sri Golakh, JE, Talcher Municipality were present at
this event. The event was inaugurated with a plantation drive at Talcher Palace and Administrative Block (ward no.-4) under “Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam” followed by an awareness programme. The main objective of this event is to spread awareness among the public
regarding the present air quality status and its health impact in and around the Talcher area and sensitised all to improve air quality. A
total of 50 participants, including Talcher Municipality officials and public people, participated in this programme, and all have taken

the mission LiFE pledge.
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Observation of the 6™ International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies in Talcher
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Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan- 2025

Angul city is awarded 3" rank as “National Clean Air City” (Category-3: below 3 lakh population) in the Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan- 2025
under the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) and received a cash prize of Rs. 12.50 lakhs.

Bhubaneswar, Cuttack and Rourkela cities ranked 4™, 10™ and 17" position respectively in the Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan- 2025 in
(Category-2: 3 to 10 lakh population) under NCAP.

Talcher, Balasore and Kalinga Nagar cities ranked 4™, 11™ and 19™ position respectively in the Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan- 2025 in
(Category-3: below 3 lakh population) under NCAP.
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